Finch & C°

RARE EXAMPLE OF A NORTHERN ITALIAN CARVED WALNUT ‘BRACCIA’ USED FOR ‘PALLONE COL BRACCIALE

ARARE EXAVPLE OF ANORTHERN ITALIAN CARVED WALNUT ‘BRACCIA USED FOR ‘PALLONE COL BRACCIALE' A
TRADITIONAL TEAM GAVE PLAYED WITH AHOLLOW SPIKED GLOVE GRIPPED ON THE INSIDE AND WORN ON THE FOREARM
THE PROTRUDING WEDGE SHAPED BLUNTED SPIKES KNOWN AS ‘BISCHERF
17TH CENTURY
SIZE: 19CMHIGH, 21CMDIA. - 7%2INS HIGH, 874 INS DIA

LITERATURE

FROMTHE MD 16TH CENTURY WHEN THE FIRST OFFICIAL REGULATIONS WERE INVENTED BY ANTONIO SCAINO FROM
SALI¢, ‘PALLONE CON BRACCIALE WAS APARTICULARLY POPULAR STREET SPORT PLAYED WITH HEAVY SPIKED HOLLOW
WALNUT CYLINDERS THAT WERE WORN OVER THE RIGHT OR LEFT FOREARM THESE WOULD BE USED TO STRIKE
INFLATED BALLS BACK AND FORTH ON COURTS OFTEN MARKED OUT ON TOWN SQUARES OR STREETS. ADESIGNATED
SERVER CALLED A‘MANDARINO' FIRST PUTS THE BALL INTO PLAY, BUT EACH RECEIMNG PLAYER CAN REJECT ANY OF
THE SERVES. AS IN THE GAVE OF TENNIS, SCORING IS BY FIFTEENS AND TENS WITH THE TEAM THAT WINS 12 GAVES THE
WINNER OF THE MATCH. WEIGHING UP TO TWO KILOS, BRACCIACOULD CAUSE SERIOUS INJURIES AMONGST PLAYERS. IT
IS SAID THAT THE 16 TH CENTURY RENAISSANCE ARTIST VERONESE WAS EXILED FROMVERONAFOR ATIME FOR PUTTING
OUT THE EYE OF ANOTHER PLAYER WITH AN ILL-JUDGED SWING.



