
UNUSUAL GERMAN LONG BANDED AGATE AND FILIGREE SILVER ROSARY
AN UNUSUAL GERMAN LONG BANDED AGATE AND FILIGREE SILVER ROSARY WITH A PENDANT CARVED ROCK CRYSTAL
AND SILVER GILT MOUNTED CRUCIFIX ETCHED WITH THE SYMBOLS OF CHRIST’S PASSION A SKULL AND CROSSBONES

TO THE BASE
LATE 17TH CENTURY

SIZE: 73CM LONG - 28¾ INS LONG (OVERALL) / CROSS:  9.5CM HIGH, 5.5CM WIDE - 3¾ INS HIGH - 2¼ INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

HEALING POWERS HAVE BEEN ATTRIBUTED TO ROSARIES AS WELL AS THE POWER TO EXORCISE EVIL SPIRITS AND
WARD OFF LIGHTNING. CERTAIN MATERIALS SUCH AS AGATE AND ROCK CRYSTAL WERE ALMOST UNIVERSALLY

TALISMANIC AND THEIR USE AS RELIGIOUS BEADS PROVIDED DOUBLE PROTECTION. BANDED AGATES WERE SO HIGHLY
PRIZED BY THE ANCIENT WORLD THAT THEY WERE IMITATED IN GLASS WITH THE ROMANS SETTING UP WORKSHOPS ON

CRETE TO PRODUCE THEM. ROCK CRYSTAL WAS REGARDED AS A MEDICAL DEVICE IN THE MIDDLE AGES AND WAS
THOUGHT TO CURE FEVER AND GOUT.

SINCE ANCIENT TIMES, PRAYERS HAVE BEEN RECITED IN CYCLES AND ROSARIES FORM CLOSED CIRCLETS OR
CHAPLETS SYMBOLISING THESE CYCLES, AS SAINT AUGUSTINE ADMONISHED THE FAITHFUL ‘GOD IS A CIRCLE WHOSE
CENTRE IS EVERYWHERE’. THE BANDED AGATE BEADS OF THE ROSARY BEAR NATURAL CIRCLES WITHIN THE STONE

THAT OFFER AMULETIC PROTECTION AS WELL AS FORMING ANOTHER MEDITATIVE CIRCLE.

 


