
BAROQUE BENTHEIM SANDSTONE MYTHOLOGICAL SCULPTURE OF THE GOD HERCULES WRESTLING THE GIANT ANTAEUS A
LION SKIN PAW FEET AND MASK HEAD DRAPED AROUND HIS TORSO

A SINUOUS BAROQUE BENTHEIM SANDSTONE MYTHOLOGICAL SCULPTURE OF THE GOD HERCULES WRESTLING THE
GIANT ANTAEUS A LION SKIN PAW FEET AND MASK HEAD DRAPED AROUND HIS TORSO THE LONG HAIR OF ANTAEUS

FALLING DOWN HIS BACK
ON INTEGRAL SQUARE BASE NOW DAMAGED 

ATTRIBUTED TO ANTWERP SCULPTOR JAN PIETER VAN BAURSCHEIT THE ELDER (1669 - 1728)
CIRCA 1710

SIZE: 186CM HIGH - 73¼ INS HIGH - 6 FEET 1¼ INS HIGH

 
LITERATURE

IN GREEK MYTH ANTAEUS WAS THE SON OF THE GOD POSEIDON AND GAIA, EARTH, WHO LIVED IN LIBYA. HERACLES OR
HERCULES, WRESTLED WITH HIM WHILE ON HIS WAY TO FETCH THE GOLDEN APPLES OF THE HESPERIDES. WHENEVER
HE WAS THROWN HE AROSE STRONGER THAN BEFORE FROM HIS CONTACT WITH HIS MOTHER, THE EARTH. HERACLES

PERCEIVING THIS LIFTED HIM IN THE AIR AND CRUSHED HIM TO DEATH. THE STRENGTH SHOWN IN THE WRESTLING
FIGURES AND IN HERCULES GRIP CAN BE SEEN IN THE SCULPTOR’S WORKING OF THE TAUT MUSCLES, TORTURED

FACIAL FEATURES AND IN THE COMPRESSION OF ANTAEUS’S RIBCAGE. AT THE END OF THE 17TH CENTURY THE CLASH
BETWEEN TWO STRONG MUSCULAR MEN SYMBOLISED STADHOLDER WILLIAM III’S STRUGGLE AGAINST THE KING OF

FRANCE.
JAN PIETER BAURSCHEIT THE ELDER (1669 - 1728) WAS AN ANTWERP SCULPTOR AND ARCHITECT WHO WAS OFTEN

ENGAGED BY PATRONS IN THE DUTCH REPUBLIC. THE SON OF A MAYOR HE WAS BORN IN WORMERSDORF AND MOVED
TO ANTWERP WHERE HE WAS APPRENTICED TO PIETER SCHEEMACKERS THE ELDER AND JOINED THE GUILD OF ST

LUKE IN 1694. APPOINTED ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF THE ANTWERP MINT IN 1709, SCULPTOR TO THE KING IN 1714 AND
TO THE EMPEROR IN 1717, HE ESTABLISHED ONE OF THE LEADING WORKSHOPS FOR SCULPTURE IN ANTWERP WHICH



WAS CONTINUED AFTER HIS DEATH BY HIS SON JAN PIETER VAN BAURSCHEIT THE YOUNGER (1699 - 1768).
VAN BAURSCHEIT THE ELDER IS ALSO KNOWN FOR HIS RELIGIOUS SCULPTURE WHICH CAN BE SEEN IN THE CHURCHES

AROUND ANTWERP, SUCH AS A BAROQUE CARVED WOOD PULPIT IN THE CHURCH OF SAINT CAROLUS BORROMEUS.
OTHER WORKS BY HIM ARE HELD IN THE COLLECTIONS OF THE ROYAL MUSEUMS OF FINE ARTS IN BRUSSELS.

HOWEVER, HIS SCULPTURE IN BENTHEIM SANDSTONE KNOWN AS ‘BENTHEIM GOLD’ BY THE DUTCH MERCHANTS, WAS
MOSTLY CARRIED OUT FOR GARDENS IN THE NETHERLANDS. AN ENGRAVING BY HEINDRIK DE LETH CIRCA 1730, SHOWS

THE PLEASURE GARDENS OF BOSCH EN HAVEN, A COUNTRY ESTATE BELONGING TO JACOB ALEWYN GHYZEN NEAR
HAARLEM, WITH THE SCULPTURE OF HERCULES AND CACUS BY VAN BAURSCHEIT PLACED AGAINST CLIPPED BOX

HEDGES. THIS SCULPTURE IS NOW IN THE COLLECTIONS OF THE RIJKSMUSEUM.

 


