
COLLECTION OF FIFTEEN FINE ENGLISH ORNITHOLOGICAL WATERCOLOURS
A COLLECTION OF FIFTEEN FINE ENGLISH ORNITHOLOGICAL WATERCOLOURS TEN BY SIR WILLIAM STRICKLAND 6TH BT

(1753 - 1834) AND FIVE BY HIS BROTHER GEORGE STRICKLAND (1760 - 1832)
CIRCA 1774 - 1810

TEN STUDIES BY SIR WILLIAM STRICKLAND 6TH BT (1753 - 1834) COMPRISING:
‘WHITE THROATS’ WATERCOLOUR AND PENCIL ON PAPER INITIALLED AND DATED ‘W S 1806’

SIZE: 36CM HIGH, 31CM WIDE - 14 INS HIGH, 12¼ INS WIDE
‘MISTLE THRUSH’ WATERCOLOUR & PENCIL ON PAPER SIGNED ‘SIR WILLIAM STRICKLAND BART’ AND INSCRIBED

‘BOYNTON’
SIZE: 18CM HIGH, 24CM WIDE - 7 INS HIGH, 9½ INS WIDE

‘PUFFIN’ WATERCOLOUR AND PENCIL ON PAPER
SIZE: 42CM HIGH, 30.5CM WIDE - 16½ INS HIGH, 12 INS WIDE

‘PEREGRINE FALCON PERCHED ON A CARVED BLOCK WITH EGG AND BUTTERFLY ABOVE’ WATERCOLOUR AND GOUACHE
ON PAPER

SIZE: 34.5CM HIGH, 24.5CM WIDE - 13½ INS HIGH, 9½ INS WIDE
‘YOUNG BLACK THROATED DIVER AT REST’ WATERCOLOUR PENCIL AND GOUACHE ON PAPER INITIALLED AND DATED ‘W

S 1810’
SIZE: 33.5CM HIGH, 43CM WIDE - 13¼ INS HIGH, 17 INS WIDE

‘FEMALE GREAT BUSTARD STANDING’ WATERCOLOUR AND GOUACHE ON PAPER
SIZE: 39 CM HIGH, 29CM WIDE - 15¼ INS HIGH, 11½ INS WIDE

‘BITTERN STANDING ON A ROCKY OUTCROP’ WATERCOLOUR AND GOUACHE ON PAPER
SIZE: 35CM HIGH, 25.5CM WIDE - 13¾ INS HIGH, 10 INS WIDE

‘WATER-HEN’ WATERCOLOUR AND BODY COLOUR ON PAPER INITIALLED AND DATED ‘W S 1771’ INSCRIBED TO REVERSE
ON PAPER STRIP ‘THE WATERHEN ½ THE NATURAL SIZE’
SIZE: 30CM HIGH, 18CM WIDE - 11¾ INS HIGH, 7 INS WIDE

‘GOLDENEYE ON WATER WITH DRAGONFLY ABOVE’ WATERCOLOUR AND BODY COLOUR ON PAPER
SIZE: 29.5CM HIGH, 25CM WIDE - 11½ INS HIGH, 9¾ INS WIDE 



‘SCAUP DUCK’ WATERCOLOUR AND BODY COLOUR ON PAPER INITIALLED AND DATED ‘W S 1773’
SIZE: 28CM HIGH, 44CM WIDE - 11 INS HIGH, 17¼ INS WIDE

FIVE STUDIES BY GEORGE STRICKLAND (1760 - 1832) COMPRISING:
‘POCHARD’ WATERCOLOUR AND BODY COLOUR ON PAPER INSCRIBED TO REVERSE ‘POCHARD’ INITIALLED AND DATED

‘G S 76’
SIZE: 28.5CM HIGH, 45.5CM WIDE - 11¼ INS HIGH, 18 INS WIDE

‘MOOR BUZZARD’ (FEMALE) INSCRIBED TO REVERSE AND ‘MOOR BUZZARD’ (MALE) INSCRIBED TO REVERSE WITH ‘HALF
SIZE’ WATERCOLOUR AND GOUACHE ON PAPER

SIZE: 29CM HIGH, 45.5CM WIDE - 11½ INS HIGH, 18 INS WIDE AND 30CM HIGH, 45.5CM WIDE - 11¾ INS HIGH, 18 INS WIDE 
‘REDWING’ INSCRIBED TO REVERSE INITIALLED AND DATED ‘G S 84’ WATERCOLOUR AND BODY COLOUR ON PAPER

SIZE: 32CM HIGH, 46.5CM WIDE - 12½ INS HIGH, 18¼ INS WIDE
‘LOXIA THE CROFSBILL’ (CROSSBILLS) INSCRIBED TO REVERSE WATERCOLOUR AND BODY COLOUR ON PAPER

SIZE: 30CM HIGH, 49CM WIDE - 11¾ INS HIGH, 19¼ INS WIDE 
ALL OF THE FIVE STUDIES ARE INSCRIBED TO THE REVERSE WITH THE SIZE, WEIGHT AND SPECIES OF BIRD

 
LITERATURE

SIR WILLIAM STRICKLAND AND HIS BROTHER GEORGE WERE SONS OF SIR GEORGE STRICKLAND, A YORKSHIRE
AGRICULTURIST WHO INTRODUCED NEW METHODS OF CROP ROTATION AND FARM MACHINERY, AND WHO WAS ALSO A

PATRON OF THE ARTIST ARTHUR DEVIS AND OF WILLIAM KENT WHO REMODELLED MUCH OF THE INTERIOR OF BOYNTON
HALL, AND REMADE MANY OF THE EARLIER FIRE SURROUNDS IN THE PALADIAN STYLE DURING THE 1730’S. JOHN CARR
OF YORK WAS ALSO EMPLOYED AS AN ARCHITECT AND MADE FURTHER ALTERATIONS TO THE FAMILY SEAT 1765 - 1780.

WILLIAM THE ELDEST SON WAS A KEEN NATURALIST AND HONORARY MEMBER OF THE BRITISH BOARD OF AGRICULTURE.
HE ESTABLISHED HIS OWN FARM AT WELBURN IN YORKSHIRE BEFORE SUCCEEDING HIS FATHER AS 6TH BARON OF

BOYNTON IN 1808. HE TOURED AMERICA IN 1794 AND 1795 SKETCHING SCENIC LANDMARKS AND COLLECTING
INFORMATION ON AMERICAN FARMING PRACTICES FOR THE BOARD WHICH HE LATER USED AS THE BASIS FOR A

CRITICAL ASSESSMENT: ‘OBSERVATIONS ON THE AGRICULTURE OF THE U.S.A.’ LONDON 1801. DURING HIS VISIT TO
MONTICELLO IN MAY 1795 THOMAS JEFFERSON GAVE HIM DRAWINGS AND A SMALL MODEL OF HIS MOULDBOARD PLOUGH
WHICH STRICKLAND PRAISED AS AN INVENTION ‘FORMED UPON THE TRUEST AND MOST MECHANICAL PRINCIPAL OF ANY
I HAD SEEN’ THE SUBSEQUENT CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN THEM WAS MARKED BY EXCHANGES OF PUBLICATIONS,

SEEDS AND INFORMATION ON AGRICULTURE AND NATURAL HISTORY AND CONTINUED UNTIL 1805.
SIR WILLIAM STRICKLAND’S DEPICTION OF THE GREAT BUSTARD IS ESPECIALLY SIGNIFICANT AS IT WAS SAID THAT THE
LAST GREAT BUSTARD IN BRITAIN WAS SHOT AT BOYNTON HALL AROUND 1832. IN THE FAMILY ARCHIVES THERE IS AN

INVITATION TO DINE AT BOYNTON HALL IN WHICH HE DESCRIBES THE PRINCIPAL DISH, A GREAT BUSTARD, AS PROBABLY
‘THE LAST OF ITS RACE’.

 


