Finch & C°

INDO-PORTUGUESE SILVER ALIGREE RECTANGULAR FLAT TOPPED CASKET

AFINE INDO-PORTUGUESE SILVER FILIGREE RECTANGULAR FLAT TOPPED CASKET ON FOUR BRACKET FEET THE LACE
LIKE OPENWORK SILVER FILIGREE WITH FLORAL AND FOLIATE MOTIFS THE FRONT WITH AHINGED CLASP ASILVER KEY IN
THE WORKING LOCK ATTACHED BY ACHAIN TO ONE HANDLE
CONTAINED IN ORIGINAL WOODEN TRAVELLING BOX
MD 17TH CENTURY
SIZE: 8.5CMHIGH, 14CMWIDE, 9CMDEEP - 3" INS HIGH, 52 INS WIDE, 3'2 INS DEEP

LITERATURE

FILIGREE SILVER OBJECTS HAVE BEEN PRODUCED SINCE 2000 BC, AND HAVE BEEN DOCUMENTED AS BEING MADE AS
JEWELLERY IN UPPER MESOPOTAMAA SINCE THE 15TH CENTURY WHERE IT IS KNOVWN AS ‘“TALKARI" MEANING ‘WIRE
THREAD WORK'. THE TECHNIQUE OF FILIGREE CONSISTS OF TWISTING TWO OR MORE THREADS OF SILVER OR GOLD
THAT CAN BE MOULDED AND BENT INTO ELABORATE DESIGNS TO CREATE LACE LIKE PATTERNS WHICH BY THEIR
PIERCED NATURE REQUIRE MINIMAL AMOUNTS OF PRECIOUS METAL IN THEIR MANUFACTURE. THE MARVELLOUS
INTRICATE DECORATIVE AND ELABORATE FLORAL AND FOLIATE DESIGNS SUITED THE AESTHETIC IDEALS OF THE
MOGHULS AND INDIAN INDIGENOUS ELITE, AND AN EVER GROWING DEMAND IN THE 17TH CENTURY WAS MET BY AN
ABUNDANCE OF AHIGHLY SKILLED INDIAN WORKFORCE PRACTISING ACENTURIES OLD TRADITION OF GOLD AND
SILVERSMTHING. FROM THE MAJOR PRODUCTION CENTRES OF GOA, KARIMNAGAR AND ORISSATHESE EXOTIC AND
COSTLY OBJECTS WERE EXPORTED TO FEED THE EXPANDING EUROPEAN MARKET AND WERE OFTEN COMMISSIONED
FROM‘GOLDEN GOA BY COURTLY COLLECTORS FOR THEIR CABINETS OF CURIOSITIES.



