Finch & C°

FANELY CARVED NETHERLANDISH ALABASTER DEVOTIONAL RELIEF DEPICTING SAINT AGNES OF ROME

AFINELY CARVED NETHERLANDISH ALABASTER DEVOTIONAL RELIEF DEPICTING SANT AGNES OF ROVE WITH HER
ATTRIBUTES THE LAVB AND MARTYRS PALM STANDING BESIDE ST STEPHEN THE FIRST CHRISTIAN MARTYR HOLDING THE
GOSPEL BOOK AND PALMLEAF AND ST JOHN THE BAPTIST DRESSED IN HIS CAVEL SKIN ROBE HOLDING THE CROSS AND

BOOK WITH ALAVB AT HIS FEET
AN OLD PAPER LABEL TO THE REVERSE ‘MATHIAS KOMOR WORKS OF ART NEW YORK H941’ AND IN RED LACQUER AN
OLD INVENTORY NO: ‘1T11.14 67.59'
MD 16TH CENTURY
SIZE: 22, 5CMHIGH, 21CMWIDE, 4.5CMDEEP - 8% INS HIGH, 84 INS WIDE, 1% INS DEEP / 25.5CMHIGH - 10 INS HIGH (WITH
BASE)

LITERATURE

HOUSE ALTARS CAVE IN MANY DIFFERENT SIZES AND FORMATS, THE SMALLEST COULD BE CARRIED IN THE POCKET OR
IN LITTLE CASES WHILST THE LARGER EXAMPLES WERE INTENDED FOR MEDITATIVE PRAYER IN AFIXED PLACE OF
WORSHIP SUCH AS ACHAPEL. ORIGINALLY DESTINED FOR PRIVATE DEVOTION THIS EXPRESSIVE RELIEF WAS MOST
PROBABLY PLACED IN ANICHE.

THE IMPORTANCE OF THE VIRGIN MARTYRS AS AFOCUS FOR FEMININE DEVOTION INCREASED IN THE LATE MDDLE AGES
AND SAINT AGNES WAS SEEN AS AN EXEMPLAR FOR VIRGINOUS GIRLS AND THE DEFENCE OF CHASTITY. TRADITIONALLY
SHOVWN IN ART SINCE THE MDDLE AGES AS AYOUNG GIRL IN FLOWING ROBES WITH ALAVB, APUN ON HER NAVE BASED
ON THE LATIN WORD ‘AGNUS’ MEANING CHASTE OR PURE, ST AGNES WAS THE PATRON SAINT OF BETROTHED COUPLES,
VIRGINS AND CHASTITY. ESPOUSED TO CHRIST SHE WAS BEYOND THE POWER OF ANY MAN AND SO THE PHRASE ‘VIRGIN’
IN HER CASE WAS ANOTHER WAY OF SAYING ‘FREE WOMAN'.

ST STEPHEN IS VENERATED AS THE FIRST MARTYR OF CHRISTIANITY AND WAS, ACCORDING TO THE ACTS OF THE
APOSTLES, ADEACON IN THE EARLY CHURCH AT JERUSALEMWHO AROUSED THE ENMTY OF MEMBERS OF VARIOUS
SYNAGOGUES BY HIS TEACHINGS. ACCUSED OF BLASPHEMY AT HIS TRIAL HE MADE ALONG SPEECH DENOUNCING THE

JEWISH AUTHORITIES WHO WERE SITTING IN JUDGEMENT ON HIM, AND WAS THEN STONED TO DEATH. HIS MARTYRDOM
IN 34 AD WAS WITNESSED BY SAUL OF TARSUS, APHARISEE, WHO LATER BECAVE AFOLLOWER OF JESUS, KNOWN AS
PAUL THE APOSTLE.

SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST WAS AJEWISH ITINERANT PREACHER IN THE EARLY 1ST CENTURY AD. HE IS REVERED AS A
MAJOR RELIGIOUS FIGURE IN BOTH CHRISTIANITY AND ISLAM. VENERATED AS ASAINT AND PROPHET, IT IS BELIEVED
THAT HE BAPTISED CHRIST AND SOME SCHOLARS BELIEVE THAT JESUS WAS FIRST AFOLLOWER OR DISCIPLE OF JOHN
THE BAPTIST.



