Finch & C°

UNUSUAL INDO-PORTUGUESE IVORY APOTHECARY'S MORTAR

AN UNUSUAL INDO-PORTUGUESE IVORY APOTHECARY' S MORTAR
OLD SILKY SMOOTH HONEY COLOURED PATINA
AGE CRACKS AND SMALL CHIPS TO BOWL AND FOOT
FIRST HALF 17TH CENTURY
SIZE: 11CMHIGH, 10CMDIA - 44 INS HIGH, 4 INS DIA

LITERATURE

IN ADESIRE AND AGGRESSIVE DRIVE TO DOMINATE THE MARITIME TRADE IN SPICES DURING THE 16TH AND 17TH
CENTURIES, THE PORTUGUESE CREATED THEIR ‘ESTADO DAINDIA. COMPOSED OF FORTRESSES, TRADING POSTS AND
STRATEGIC COASTAL CITIES, IT STRETCHED ALL THE WAY FROMMOZAVBIQUE TO MACAQ. THEIR HEADQUARTERS WAS
ESTABLISHED IN GOAWHICH REMAINED IN PORTUGUESE HANDS UNTIL 1961. ALTHOUGH THEY NEVER ACHIEVED A
MONOPOLY OVER THE SPICE TRADE, THEY DID DOMNATE THE FIELD OF LUXURY GOODS, INSTRUCTING AND EMPLOYING
LOCAL ARTISTS AND CRAFTSMEN IN THE MANUFACTURE OF OBJECTS AND FURNITURE FROMEXOTIC MATERIALS, ALL OF
WHICH WOULD BE PROFITABLY EXPORTED BACK TO AEUROPE HUNGRY FOR SUCH TREASURES.



