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RARE ‘NEW SPAIN' SPANISH COLONIAL MEXICO TABLE CABINET

ARARE ‘NEW SPAIN’ SPANISH COLONIAL MEXICO TABLE CABINET DECORATED WITH GEOVETRIC STAR INLAYS OF
TORTOISESHELL BONE AND EBONY WITH STRAP HINGES AND CENTRAL LOCK PLATE OF GILDED CHASED BRASS
THE TWO DOORS OPENING TO REVEAL AN INTERIOR SIMLARLY INLAID WITH SEVENTEEN DRAWERS AND ONE SECRET
COMPARTMENT THE INSIDE DOOR PANELS LATER PAINTED WITH SCENES AFTER ANTOINE WATTEAU (1684 - 1721)
THE TOP AND SIDES ALSO INLAID THE BACK DECORATED WITH ROSEWOOD TRELLIS MARQUETRY
STANDING ON FOUR TURNED EBONY FEET
THE CABINET LATE 17TH CENTURY
THE DOOR PANELS PAINTED IN EUROPE CIRCA 1720
SIZE: 66CMHIGH, 70CMWIDE, 53CMDEEP - 26 INS HIGH, 2772 INS WIDE, 21 INS DEEP

LITERATURE

THE CONQUEST OF LATIN AVERICA, ATTEMPTS TO CONVERT INDIGENOUS PEOPLE TO CATHOLICISM, AND THE
DEVELOPMENT OF VAST TERRITORIES PRESENTED AN UNPRECEDENTED CHALLENGE TO EUROPEAN AUTHORITIES AND
THE CHURCH. THE ABUNDANT NATURAL RESOURCES OF THE NEWLY DISCOVERED LAND FINANCED THE EUROPEANS
MONUMENTAL ENTERPRISE AND CREATED FAVOURABLE CONDITIONS OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF INDUSTRIAL ARTS IN
THE EUROPEAN STYLE. FROMTHE BEGINNING EUROPEAN ARTISTS ESTABLISHED THEMSELVES IN THE NEW
SETTLEMENTS AND BEGAN PRODUCING HOUSEHOLD GOODS AND FURNITURE. IN MANY CASES JOINERS CAME TO LATIN
AVERICAAS PART OF ASHIP'S CREW, AND AS ARESULT JOINERY WAS ONE OF THE FIRST TRADES TO BE PRACTISED.
THEY FOLLOWED EUROPEAN METHODS AND CUSTOMS AND ESTABLISHED GUILDS MODELLED ON THOSE OF SPAIN AND
PORTUGAL. IN MEXICO, THE MASTER'’S JOINERS GUILD WAS GIVEN ITS FIRST ORDINANCE IN 1548.

EUROPEAN FURNITURE WAS LOGISTICALLY DIFFICULT TO IMPORT, EXPENSIVE AND VULNERABLE TO TROPICAL INSECT
ATTACK. THESE FACTORS STIMULATED THE DEVELOPMENT OF WORKSHOPS CAPABLE OF MEETING LOCAL DEMAND.
INDIGENOUS WORKERS WERE FREQUENTLY EMPLOYED AND PLACED UNDER THE GUIDANCE OF MASTER CRAFTSMVEN
MOST OF WHOMWERE EDUCATED AND TRAINED IN EUROPE. THE MARQUETRY OF CONTRASTING WOODS, THE INLAYS OF
TORTOISESHELL AND THE BONE MOTIFS OF SPANISH COLONIAL MEXICAN FURNITURE WERE UNDOUBTEDLY
INFLUENCED BY THE DECORATIVE REPERTOIRE OF MUDEJAR ART WHICH EMPLOYS EIGHT POINTED STARS IN
GEOMETRIC PATTERNS ARRANGED ACROSS FLAT SURFACES.



