
AFRICAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO ANTELOPE HORN KONGO COURT TRUMPET
A FINE CENTRAL AFRICAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO ANTELOPE HORN KONGO COURT TRUMPET EXTENSIVELY

DECORATED WITH BRASS BINDING AND STUDS
SUPERB OLD SILKY SMOOTH PATINA

A LABEL ATTACHED ‘538’
19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 46CM LONG, 5.5CM DIA. - 18 INS LONG, 2¼ INS DIA.

 
LITERATURE

THE FIRST MISSIONARIES FROM THE SOCIETY LANDED AT PORT BANANA IN 1878 AND PRESENTED THEIR CREDENTIALS
TO THE KING OF KONGO IN SAN SALVADOR, NOW MBANZA, WHERE THEY ESTABLISHED THEIR FIRST BAPTIST MISSION

STATION. OVER THE YEARS THEY SET UP SEVERAL STATIONS ALONG THE KONGO RIVER TO STANLEY FALLS, AND ALSO
ON THE ZOMBO PLATEAU IN ANGOLA.

MUSIC WAS AN INTEGRAL PART OF THE LIFE OF THE KONGOLESE AND IT MARKED ALL MAJOR EVENTS. VAST RETINUES OF
COURT MUSICIANS WERE A CHARACTERISTIC FEATURE OF EARLY AFRICAN KINGDOMS. THEY EMPHASISED THE KING’S
POWER, WERE ALWAYS IN ATTENDANCE AT STATE CEREMONIES AND PROVIDED A MUSICAL COMMENTARY ON EVENTS.

BRASS STUDS WERE REGARDED AS A PRESTIGIOUS DECORATION AND ‘ROYAL’ TRUMPETS OR HORNS ALONG WITH
DRUMS, RATTLES AND BELLS WERE PLAYED IN THE ORCHESTRA FOR COURT DANCES AND CEREMONIES. THE ACTUAL

INSTRUMENTS THAT WERE USED WERE NEARLY ALWAYS REFINED AND BEAUTIFUL OF FORM, AND THIS WAS AN
IMPORTANT PART OF THE MUSICIANS RITUAL EFFICACY, ESPECIALLY WHEN THEY WERE ATTEMPTING TO MAKE CONTACT

WITH THE REALM OF THE SPIRITS AND THE ANCESTORS.

 


