Finch & C°

RARE INDO-PORTUGUESE GOA SILVER ALIGREE BEZOAR STONE CASE

ARARE INDO-PORTUGUESE GOASILVER FILIGREE BEZOAR STONE CASE
17TH CENTURY
SIZE: 7CMHIGH, 6.5CMWIDE - 2% INS HIGH, 272 INS WIDE

LITERATURE

BEZOARS, FROM THE PERSIAN ‘PAD-ZAHR' MEANING ‘POISON ANTIDOTE', ARE THE OSSIFIED SECRETIONS FROMTHE
STOMACHS OF GOATS AND CAVELS, BUT THEY CAN SOMETIMES BE FOUND IN OTHER HERBIVORES SUCH AS COWS AND
OCCASIONALLY ELEPHANTS. OXBEZOARS ARE STILL USED IN CHINESE MEDICINE AND THESE ARE GALLSTONES MADE
FROMTHE GALL BLADDER BILE OF CATTLE, AND ARE CLAIMED TO REMOVE TOXINS FROM THE BODY.

BEZOAR STONES WERE FAVED FOR THEIR POWERS IN THE 16 TH AND 17TH CENTURIES AS AN ANTIDOTE TO POISON AND
ACURE FOR MELANCHOLY. THE PORTUGUESE SPECIALISED IN TRADING THE STONES AND IN MAKING CASES AND
FILIGREE MOUNTS FOR THEM BETWEEN 1625 AND 1626 THE GREAT-GRANDSON OF THE FAMOUS EXPLORER VASCO DE
GAVA D. FRANCESCO DA GAVA TWICE VICERQY OF INDIA, SENT SEVERAL BEZOARS BACK TO PORTUGAL AT THE
REQUEST OF HIS FAMLY AND FRIENDS INCLUDING ABOXWITH TWELVE STONES COLLECTED IN MALACCATO HIS WIFE,
THE COUNTESS OF VIDIGUEIRA



