
RARE ENGLISH CARVED WALRUS IVORY LOTTERY OR TEETOTUM GAMBLING BALL
A RARE ENGLISH CARVED WALRUS IVORY LOTTERY OR TEETOTUM GAMBLING BALL ETCHED WITH A CROWN AND INCISED

ON FACETED SIDES WITH THE NUMBERS 1 TO 32
OLD SMOOTH CREAMY PATINA

LATE 17TH CENTURY
SIZE: 4.5CM DIA. - 1¾ INS DIA.

 
LITERATURE

ALTHOUGH LOTTERIES WERE FIRST BEGUN UNDER THE REIGN OF QUEEN ELIZABETH I IN 1568, IT WAS NOT UNTIL 1698
THAT A STATUTE WAS PASSED STATING THAT THEY WERE ILLEGAL UNLESS SPECIFICALLY AUTHORISED BY PARLIAMENT.

BEFORE THE ADVENT OF EFFICIENT MASS COMMUNICATIONS PEOPLE WERE ABLE TO RUN NATIONAL LOTTERIES
CLAIMING TO ONE PART OF THE COUNTRY THAT THE WINNER LIVED IN ANOTHER PART AND VICE VERSA, THUS TAKING
ALL THE STAKES AND PAYING NOTHING OUT. AS LATE AS 1934 AN ACT OF PARLIAMENT LEGALISING SMALL LOTTERIES

SEVERELY LIMITED THE STAKES AND THE GEOGRAPHICAL SCOPE THAT THEY COULD COVER SO THAT THE ORGANISERS
COULD NOT FRAUDULENTLY DECEIVE THE BETTORS. THE BRITISH STATE FRANCHISED LOTTERY WAS SET UP UNDER
GOVERNMENT LICENSE IN 1993 AND HAS SO FAR RAISED BILLIONS OF POUNDS WHICH IS DISTRIBUTED VIA GRANTS TO
VARIOUS GOOD CAUSES. 28% OF THE REVENUE GOES TOWARDS THIS FUND TOGETHER WITH ALL UNCLAIMED PRIZES,
12% GOES TO THE GOVERNMENT, 45% REPRESENTS THE PRIZE MONEY AND THE REMAINING 15% GOES TOWARDS THE

RUNNING COSTS AND PROFITS FOR THE ORGANISERS AND TICKET SELLERS.

 


