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THE OCTAGONAL KNOP SET WITH AN EARLY VICTORIAN SILVER GROAT AND INLAID WITH TORTOISESHELL TWO BANDS OF
SILVER PICQUÉ WORKED TORTOISESHELL SET UPON A ROPE TWIST OPEN WORKED SHAFT INLAID WITH AMBER STUDS
ANOTHER SECTION OF ARCHITECTURAL FORM ENCASING A PANEL OF CROSS HATCHED EBONY ATOP A WHALEBONE
SHAFT DECORATED WITH CUT DIAMONDS AND A SPIRAL THE WHOLE INLAID WITH PANELS OF TORTOISESHELL THE

FERRULE OF CARVED SPERM WHALE TOOTH
CIRCA 1850-1875

SIZE: 
94.5CM LONG, 4CM DIA. - 37¼ INS LONG, 1½ INS DIA.

 
LITERATURE

AN EXCEPTIONALLY FINE EXAMPLE OF SAILORS SCRIMSHAW, THIS WALKING CANE PROVES THAT THE INGENUITY OF THE
WHALE MAN ARTISAN WHO MADE IT WAS AMAZING, BUT HIS WORK WAS NEVER HURRIED AS TIME WAS HIS MOST

EXPENDABLE COMMODITY. IT WAS IN HIS CHOICE OF DESIGN AS WELL AS OBJECT THAT THE WHALE MEN EVOLVED AN
ART PECULIAR TO HIS TRADE AND DEVELOPED SCRIMSHAW AS A SPECIAL SORT OF FOLK ART. HIS CARVED OBJECTS

WERE THE TROPHIES OF A SUCCESSFUL HUNT TO BE GIVEN AS A THOUGHTFUL PRESENT, OR BARTERED FOR CASH ON
A QUAYSIDE.

 


