Finch & C°

ITALIAN ROMAN RECTANGULAR BRONZE DEVOTIONAL PLAQUE DEPICTING WEEPING CHERUBIM DISPLAYING ST VERONICA'S
VHL

ARARE ITALIAN ROMAN RECTANGULAR BRONZE DEVOTIONAL PLAQUE DEPICTING WEEPING CHERUBIMDISPLAYING ST
VERONICAS VEIL
ATTRIBUTED TO DOMENICO GUIDI (1625-1701) OR ERCOLE FERRATA (1610-1686)
APPARENTLY UN-RECORDED
MD 17TH CENTURY
SIZE: 17 5CMHIGH, 21.5CMWIDE, 1.5CMDEEP - 7 IN HIGH, 8 INS WIDE, % INS DEEP / 21.5CMHIGH - 8% INS HIGH (WITH
BASE)

LITERATURE

THE ATTRIBUTION TO DOMENICO GUIDI OR ERCOLE FERRATAIS BASED ON ITS STYLISTIC AND THEMATIC SIMLARITYTOA
SET OF EIGHT BIGGER MARBLE RELIEFS, FOUR BY EACH SCULPTOR, THAT ARE SET OVER THE SMALL DOORWAYS,
‘PORTICELLE’, ROUND THE CHOIR OF BORROMNI'S MAJOR ROMAN CHURCH OF SANT AGNESE IN AGONE SITUATED ON
PIAZZANAVONA, ROME. THESE RELIEFS DEPICT THE SAVE PLUMP AND ATTRACTIVE CHERUBIMIN FLIGHT BEARING THE
SYMBOLIC INSTRUMENTS OF AGNES'S MARTYRDOM, ASWORD, ABRAZIER AND ALAVB FOR WHICH FERRATAWAS PAID IN
1658 AND GUIDI IN 1669.

THE CHERUBIMFLANK ASHORT COLUMN AGAINST WHICH CHRIST WAS TIED AND WHIPPED AT THE COMMAND OF
PONTIUS PILATE, SURROUNDING THE COLUMN LIE THE SYMBOLIC INSTRUMENTS OF THE PASSION, ALEATHER ‘CAT OF
NINE TALS’ TO THE LEFT AND ASCOURGE OF THORNY TWIGS TO THE RIGHT. ST VERONICA OF JERUSALEMIS SAID TO
HAVE WIPED THE FACE OF CHRIST WITH HER VEIL WHILST HE WAS CARRYING THE CROSS TO CALVARY. ACCORDING TO
EARLY CHRISTIAN TRADITION THE LINEN CLOTH BECAVE IMPRINTED WITH THE IMAGE OF CHRIST S FACE AND BECAVE
ONE OF THE MOST REVERED RELICS OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH. THE LEGEND STATES THAT ST VERONICABORE THE
VEIL AWAY FROMTHE HOLY LAND AND USED IT TO CURE THE ROMAN EMPEROR TIBERIUS OF AN ILLNESS. IT WAS SEEN IN
ROME IN THE 8TH CENTURY AND WAS IN ST PETER’S BY 1297. ST VERONICA'S ACT OF KINDNESS IS REPRESENTED IN
THE SIXTH OF FOURTEEN STATIONS OF THE CROSS AND THIS PLAQUE WAS PROBABLY ONE OF ASERIES USED IN A
SHRINE CONTEXT IN APRIVATE DEVOTIONAL CHAPEL.



