Finch & C°

RARE CEREMONIAL PAIR OF ENGLISH LEAD AGURES OF LEOPARDS

ARARE CEREMONIAL PAIR OF ENGLISH LEAD FIGURES OF LEOPARDS THEIR OPEN MOUTHS REVEALING THEIR FANGS
WITH WIDE STARING EYES AND SMALL EARS PROBABLY FROMAN HERALDIC DEVICE
16TH CENTURY
SIZE: 24CMHIGH, 56CMWIDE, 14CMDEEP - 972 INS HIGH, 22 INS WIDE, 572 INS DEEP AND 23CMHIGH, 56CMWIDE, 14CM
DEEP - 9 INS HIGH, 22 INS WIDE, 5% INS DEEP / 29CMHIGH - 1172 INS HIGH - 28CMHIGH - 11 INS HIGH (WITH BASE)

LITERATURE

THESE UNUSUAL LEAD FIGURES ARE REMARKABLE FOR THEIR SURVIVAL AS LEAD WAS ALWAYS REGARDED AS A
VALUABLE MATERIAL. IT WAS MUCH LOVED BY HENRY VII'S CHURCH COVMMSSIONERS DURING THE DISSOLUTION AS IT
ADDED GREATLY TO THE VALUE OF THE MONASTIC SPOILS. HOWEVER, IT WAS ONCE CHEAPER THAN BRONZE BEING
REFERRED TO BY BASSANIO AS “THOU MEAGRE LEAD’, BUT FOR GARDEN STATUARY, FOUNTAINS, CISTERNS AND
ARMOURIALS THE SILVERY GREY PATINAIN AN ENGLISH LIGHT IS ADELIGHTFUL FEATURE.

PROBABLY PART OF AFAMLY CREST THESE LEOPARDS MAY HAVE STOOD ON THE GATE PIERS OF AGRAND HOUSE. A
17TH CENTURY LEAD SCULPTURE OF ABOAR ONCE ADORNED THE GATE PIER OF MYDDLETON HOUSE AT WALTHAM
CROSS AND BEARS SIMLARITIES TO THESE LEOPARDS. THEY ARE ASUITABLE ATTRIBUTE FOR AGATE AS LEOPARDS
SYMBOLISED VIGILANCE, FOR THEY WERE BELIEVED TO SLEEP WITH THEIR EYES OPEN.



