
ITALIAN ‘AFTER THE ANTIQUE’ FLUTED SIENNESE YELLOW MARBLE TAZZA
AN ITALIAN ‘AFTER THE ANTIQUE’ FLUTED SIENNESE YELLOW MARBLE TAZZA ON A GREEN SERPENTINE MARBLE FOOT

FINE CONDITION AND PATINA 
EARLY 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 9CM HIGH, 16CM DIA. - 3½ INS HIGH, 6¼ INS DIA.

 
LITERATURE

THE IMPACT OF THE GRAND TOUR, AND THE CONSEQUENT PASSION FOR COLLECTING ANTIQUITIES, ON CONTEMPORARY
TASTE IN THE 18TH AND EARLY 19TH CENTURY WAS IMMENSE. IN THE SECOND HALF OF THE 18TH CENTURY THE HUNT

FOR ANTIQUITIES BECAME A REGULAR PART OF THE GRAND TOUR, ALTHOUGH OFTEN SUCH COLLECTING WAS
MOTIVATED MORE BY FASHION THAN BY ENTHUSIASM FOR THE CLASSICAL PAST. A WHOLE EXCAVATING INDUSTRY

DEVELOPED LARGELY PROMOTED AND FINANCED BY BRITISH ENTREPRENEURS WHO EXPLORED THE ROMAN
CAMPAGNA UNDER FIXED LICENSES, MUCH AS A MODERN MINING COMPANY WOULD, YIELDING A PORTION OF ALL
DISCOVERIES, AS A ROYALTY, TO THE PAPAL COLLECTIONS, BUT RETAINING THE BALANCE FOR SALE TO VISITING

TOURISTS AND TO THEIR MAIL ORDER CLIENTS IN ENGLAND. AS A RESULT OF THEIR EXCAVATIONS A LARGE QUANTITY OF
ROMAN ANTIQUITIES CAME ONTO THE MARKET, BUT THESE WERE REGULARLY SUPPLEMENTED BY REPLICAS ‘AFTER THE
ANTIQUE’ OF THE BEST STATUES, BUSTS AND OBJECTS IN THE GALLERIES OF FLORENCE AND ROME FOR BUYERS WHO

WANTED EASIER TO ACQUIRE, AND CHEAPER VERSIONS OF ANTIQUITY.

 


