
FOUR ANCIENT EAST GREEK PHRYGIAN TERRACOTTA TILES
A COLLECTION OF FOUR ANCIENT EAST GREEK PHRYGIAN TERRACOTTA TILES FROM AN ARCHITECTURAL FRIEZE

DECORATED WITH EQUESTRIAN SCENES
PROBABLY FROM THE ANCIENT CITY OF DUVER

LATE 6TH CENTURY BC
SIZE: A. 34CM HIGH, 28.5CM WIDE - 13½ INS HIGH, 11¼ INS WIDE 

B. 25CM HIGH, 20CM WIDE - 9¾ INS HIGH, 8 INS WIDE 
C. 23CM HIGH, 17CM WIDE - 9 INS HIGH, 6¾ INS WIDE 
D. 23CM HIGH, 16CM WIDE - 9 INS HIGH, 6¼ INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

THE ARCHAIC PERIOD OF THE 6TH CENTURY BC WITNESSED A NUMBER OF IMPORTANT DEVELOPMENTS IN GREEK ART.
POLITICALLY, THE PERIOD SAW THE RISE TO POWER IN THE CITY STATES OF A SERIES OF BENEVOLENT DICTATORS,

CALLED IN GREEK ‘TYRANTS’, WHO HAD A BENEFICIAL EFFECT ON THE ARTS AS THEY PROMOTED THEIR OWN
POPULARITY BY SEEKING TO OUTDO EACH OTHER IN THE SCALE AND SPLENDOUR OF THEIR PUBLIC BUILDING

PROGRAMMES AND IN THEIR PROMOTION OF TRADE.
DURING THE GREAT AGE OF COLONISATION (CIRCA 750-550BC) GREEK SETTLEMENT SPREAD TO ASIA MINOR'S

NORTHERN AND SOUTHERN COASTS. THESE SETTLEMENTS PROSPERED ALONG THE GREAT SEA AND CARAVAN TRADE
ROUTES AND IT WAS DURING THIS PERIOD THAT THE EARLIEST GREEK ACHIEVEMENTS IN SCIENCE, PHILOSOPHY AND

ARCHITECTURE WERE PRODUCED.
RELIEFS SUCH AS THESE FOUR FRAGMENTS WERE INCORPORATED INTO THE ARCHITECTURE OF BUILDINGS AND

COMBINED TO CREATE A FLUID AND RHYTHMIC SCENE OF HORSES AND THEIR ATHLETIC RIDERS.

 


