Finch & C°

NEW ZEALAND MAORI GREYWACKE SHORT HAND CLUB ‘PATU ONEWA'

ANEW ZEALAND MAORI GREYWACKE SHORT HAND CLUB ‘PATU ONEWA THE BLADE WITH ASHARP FLARED RIMTHE BUTT
WITH THREE CONCENTRIC RIDGES AND AN OLD STONE DRILLED HOLE
OLD CHIPS TO THE DISTAL END OF THE BLADE
SMOOTH SILKY LUSTROUS PATINA
AN OLD PAPER LOT NUMBER TO THE BLADE ‘LOT 508’
18TH — EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 33CMLONG- 13 INS LONG

LITERATURE

CF: ASIMLAR CLUB IN BRITISH MUSEUM COOK COLLECTION NZ80. KAEPPLER 1978:191
THE MAORI WERE APROUD AND WAR-LIKE PEOPLE, QUICK TO PROTECT THEIR REPUTATION AND ‘MANA, PREFERRING
HAND HELD CLOSE COMBAT WEAPONS RATHER THAN LONG DISTANCE PROJECTILES. WAR TO THE MAORI WAS AFORM
OF RECREATIONAL SPORT, ACONTEST OF SKILL, CARRIED OUT UNDER FIRMLY ESTABLISHED RULES AND WARRIORS
SPENT ACONSIDERABLE AMOUNT OF TIME GROOMNG FOR BATTLE. INDEED THE PREPARATIONS FOR WAR WERE
CEREMONIOUS TO THE EXTREME AND LASTED FAR LONGER THAN THE BATTLES THEMSELVES. INVOCATIONS TO THE
GODS, STRICT OBSERVANCE OF ALL MEASURES NEEDED TO PROPITIATE EVIL INFLUENCES, THE COMPOSITION OF
INSULTING ‘NGERI' TO BE CHANTED IN THE FACE OF THE ENEMY, COULD OCCUPY AWHOLE VILLAGE FOR WEEKS.
AN EXTENSIVE RANGE OF SPECIFIC CLOSE CONVBAT CLUBS WERE MADE TO THE SAVE PATTERN THROUGHOUT THE
ISLANDS AND REQUIRED AHIGH DEGREE OF PHYSICAL FITNESS AND DEXTERITY TO BE USED EFFECTIVELY. SINGLE
HANDED CLUBS KNOWWN AS ‘PATU” WERE MADE FROMA RANGE OF MATERIALS WITH THOSE OF STONE AND NEPHRITE
PRESERVING THE SIMPLE SPATULATE FORM THEY WERE USED WITH ATHRUSTING AND CLEAVING STROKE RATHER
THAN AS ABLUDGEON.



