
WESTERN AUSTRALIAN ABORIGINAL CARVED WOOD SLAB SHAPED SHIELD
A FINE WESTERN AUSTRALIAN ABORIGINAL CARVED WOOD SLAB SHAPED SHIELD

DECORATED WITH INCISED ZIG-ZAG GROOVES RUBBED WITH RED OCHRE AND SOOTY PIGMENTS
19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 65.5CM LONG, 11CM WIDE - 25¾ INS LONG, 4¼ INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

THE AUSTRALIAN ABORIGINES LIVED IN A COUNTRY WHERE AGRICULTURE WAS NOT PRACTISED AND WHERE NO
ANIMALS EXCEPT FOR THE DINGO DOG WERE AVAILABLE FOR DOMESTICATION. SO THEY WERE FORCED TO REMAIN

HUNTERS AND GATHERERS. CONSEQUENTLY MUCH TIME WAS SPENT MAKING AND DECORATING WEAPONS WHICH THEY
MAINLY USED FOR HUNTING. THE ARSENAL OF THE ABORIGINE CONSISTED OF BOOMERANGS, SHIELDS, CLUBS,

THROWING CLUBS, STICKS, SPEARS AND SPEAR THROWERS, ALL OF WHICH WERE MADE FROM WOOD. THESE FLAT SLAB
SHAPED SHIELDS WERE USED FOR PROTECTION FROM SPEARS AND BOOMERANGS, ALTHOUGH INTER-TRIBAL WARFARE

WAS UNCOMMON AND MOST PERSONAL DISPUTES WERE SETTLED BY RITUAL CONTEST.

 


