Finch & C°

ANCIENT NEW ZEALAND MAORI DARK GREENSTONE SHORT HAND CLUB

AN ANCIENT NEW ZEALAND MAORI DARK GREENSTONE SHORT HAND CLUB ‘MERE POUNAWJ’ THE SHORT HANDLE
PIERCED WITH AN OLD STONE DRILLED HOLE
AN OLD HANDWRITTEN LABEL ‘TIKI POUNOMOU IN MANINARANGI GREENSTONE’
LUSTROUS OLD SMOOTH SILKY PATINA
18TH CENTURY
SIZE: 24CMLONG- 972 INS LONG
CF: EDGE PARTINGTON 1969 1:375.2.
CHRISTY COLLECTION ACQUIRED BEFORE 1862:66.16 IN BRITISH MUSEUM ST 830

LITERATURE

THESE SHORT THICK BLADED HAND CLUBS WERE CARRIED THRUST INTO AWAR BELT OR HELD WITH THE AID OF ADOG
SKIN THONG AROUND THE WRIST AND USED FOR JABBING AND SLICING BLOWS TO THE ITAL POINTS OF THE HEAD AND
BODY. FINE GREENSTONE CLUBS SUCH AS THIS PASSED DOWN FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION ACQUIRING ‘MANA

THROUGH HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION. THEY USUALLY HAD PERSONAL NAVES AND PARTICULAR VIRTUES. THE ‘MERE

POUNAMU’ OF CHIEF TE RAUPARAHAWAS CALLED ‘“TUHIWAI" AND HAD THE POWER TO FORETELL THE FUTURE BY MEANS
OF CHANGE OF COLOUR. IF AWEAPON HAD LAIN ON THE CORPSES OF MANY SUCCESSIVE OWNERS IT CARRIED THEIR

‘MANA AND ITS LOSS CAUSED SORROW, BUT ITS RETURN TO TRIBAL POSSESSION WAS AN OCCASION FOR

CELEBRATIONS. WEAPONS OF SUCH SPECIAL MERIT OR LINEAGE WERE CAREFULLY WRAPPED AND STORED IN CARVED

BOXES AND HIDDEN IN ASECRET PLACE UNTIL REQUIRED. THE FAME OF A GREENSTONE ‘MERE’ WAS SOVETIMES SO

GREAT THAT PRISONERS OF WAR ASKED TO BE KILLED BY IT, AREQUEST WHICH ANY CHIEF WITH DIGNIFIED MANNERS

WOULD GRANT IF HE CONSIDERED THE PRISONER WORTHY.



