
CELTIC BRONZE CHARIOT REIN GUIDE
A RARE CELTIC BRONZE CHARIOT REIN GUIDE IN THE FORM OF A GODDESS WITH PROMINENT BREASTS WEARING A

TORC AROUND HER NECK THE IRON ATTACHMENT PEG STILL FASTENED TO THE BASE
2ND - 1ST CENTURY BC

SIZE: 15CM HIGH, 9CM WIDE, 4.5CM DEEP - 6 INS HIGH, 3½ INS WIDE, 1¾ INS DEEP 
23CM HIGH - 9 INS HIGH (WITH STAND)

 
LITERATURE

IN THE EARLY ENCOUNTERS OF THE CELTS AND ROMANS IT WAS THE WAR CHARIOT WHICH MOST IMPRESSED AND
INTERESTED THE ROMANS. THE MAIN USE OF THE CHARIOT IN BATTLE WAS TO CAUSE PANIC WHEN THE CHARIOTEERS
DROVE AGAINST THE ENEMY LINES AT TOP SPEED, THROWING JAVELINS, AND BY SPEED AND NOISE, TERRIFYING THE

ENEMY. THE STRENGTH OF THE CELTIC ATTACK LAY IN THE FEROCITY OF THE FIRST ONSLAUGHT. IT WAS A POWER
GENERATED BY MANY THINGS, A BELIEF IN AN AFTERLIFE, A DESIRE TO GAIN GLORY AND A BATTLE HYSTERIA CREATED BY

THE BUILDING CRESCENDO OF NOISE AND CHANTING, OFTEN FURTHER ENHANCED BY ALCOHOL.
ACCORDING TO THE ANCIENT GREEK HISTORIAN DIODORUS SICULUS: ‘WHEN GOING INTO BATTLE THE GAULS USE TWO-
HORSED CHARIOTS WHICH CARRY THE CHARIOTEER AND THE WARRIOR. WHEN THEY MEET WITH CAVALRY IN WAR, THEY
THROW THEIR JAVELINS AT THE ENEMY, AND DISMOUNTING FROM THEIR CHARIOTS JOIN BATTLE WITH THEIR SWORDS.’
HE ALSO STATES THAT THE CELTIC BRITONS USED CHARIOTS ‘AS THE HEROES OF GREECE ARE TRADITIONALLY SAID TO

HAVE DONE IN THE TROJAN WAR’ SUCH AS AT THE BATTLE OF TELAMON IN 225 B.C WHEN THE CHARIOTS WERE
STATIONED ON THE WINGS AND USED AS A MEANS OF TRANSPORTING WARRIORS TO AND FROM COMBAT WITH THE
ENEMY. IN BRITAIN, CAESAR’S CHIEF OPPONENT WAS ABLE TO MUSTER FOUR THOUSAND CHARIOTS; A FORMIDABLE

SIGHT.

 


