Finch & C°

BRITISH NEOLITHIC STONE SPHERE OR BALL

ANORTHERN BRITISH NEOLITHIC STONE SPHERE OR BALL DIVIDED INTO SIXSECTIONS
SMOOTH PATINATED SURFACE SOME SMALL DAVAGES
3000 —2500 BC
SIZE: APPROX: 8CMDIA- 3 INS DIA

LITERATURE

ABOUT 400 OF THESE UNUSUALLY SHAPED SCOTTISH STONE BALLS HAVE BEEN FOUND WITH APARTICULAR
CONCENTRATION OF FINDS WITHIN A500 MLE RADIUS OF ABERDEEN-SHIRE. THEY ARE NEARLY ALL THREE INCHES IN
DIAVETER, BUT ARE MADE FROMAVARIETY OF DIFFERENT STONE MATERIAL. SOME HAVE AREGULAR PATTERN OF
CARVED KNOBS, OTHERS AN IRREGULAR ONE, AND THE SIZE OF THE CARVED KNOBS VARIES. IT HAS BEEN SUGGESTED
THAT THESE RATHER ENIGMATIC STONE BALLS WERE AN EXPERIMENTATION WITH SOLID GEOMETRY CARRIED OUT BY
THE EARLY PICTS. THEIR FORMAND SHAPE RELATING TO PLATONIC SOLIDS SOME 2000 YEARS EARLIER THAN WHEN
PLATO DESCRIBED THEMIN ‘TIMAEUS' IN 360BC. WHATEVER THEIR ORIGINAL FUNCTION AND SYMBOLISM, TODAY THEY
HAVE THE APPEARANCE OF A CONTEMPORARY WORK OF ART.



