Finch & C°

TWO ANE INDO-PORTUGUESE IVORY MORTARS AND PESTLES

TWO FINE INDO-PORTUGUESE IMORY MORTARS AND PESTLES
SILKY SMOOTH HONEY COLOURED PATINA
CRACKS, ABRASIONS, SMALL CHIPS
FIRST HALF 17TH CENTURY
SIZES: 14CMHIGH, 8.5CMDIS. - 5%2INS HIGH, 3" INS DIS. / PESTLE: 11.5CMLONG - 472INS LONG
17.5CMHIGH, 10CMDIA - 6%INS HIGH, 4 INS DIA / PESTLE: 19.5CMLONG - 7% INS LONG

LITERATURE

ADESIRE TO DOMINATE THE MARITIME TRADE IN SPICES BROUGHT THE PORTUGUESE TO THE INDIAN OCEAN. DURING
THE 16TH CENTURY ASERIES OF AGGRESSIVE PORTUGUESE COMMANDERS CREATED THE ‘ESTADO DAINDIA
COMPOSED OF FORTRESSES, TRADING POSTS AND STRATEGIC COASTAL CITIES THAT ULTIMATELY REACHED FROM
MOZAVBIQUE TO MACAQO. THEY ESTABLISHED THEIR STATE HEADQUARTERS IN GOAWHICH REMAINED IN PORTUGUESE
HANDS UNTIL 1961. HOWEVER, THEY NEVER ACHIEVED AMONOPOLY OVER THE SPICE TRADE AND WITHIN DECADES THE
VENETIANS HAD REVIVED THEIR LAND BASED TRADE, BUT THE PORTUGUESE DID ENTER AND DOMNATE THE FIELD OF
LUXURY GOODS. THE WORKS OF ART THAT SURVIVE FROM THE PERIOD TELL OF THE EXTRAORDINARY SKILLS OF THE
ARTISTS AND CRAFTSMEN WORKING IN INDIAAND SRI LANKA THE PORTUGUESE DIRECTED AND INSTRUCTED THE
MANUFACTURE OF THESE EXOTIC TREASURES EXPORTING MANY BACK TO EUROPE. THE RAPID DEVELOPMENT OF THEIR
‘STATE OF INDIA WAS AN ASTONISHING ACCOMPLISHMENT, ESPECIALLY IN VIEW OF PORTUGAL'S RELATIVELY SMALL SIZE
AND GREAT DISTANCE FROMASIA



