
MEDIEVAL ENGLISH OAK SECULAR FIGURE OF A KNIGHT
A RARE MEDIEVAL ENGLISH OAK SECULAR FIGURE OF A KNIGHT

TRACES OF RED AND BLACK POLYCHROME
MID 15TH CENTURY

SIZE: 61.5CM HIGH - 24¼ INS HIGH

 
LITERATURE

CF: D EDGE AND J M PADDOCK ‘ARMS AND ARMOUR OF THE MEDIEVAL KNIGHT’ LONDON, 1988 PG 57
VICTORIA AND ALBERT MUSEUM MEDIEVAL ENGLISH OAK FIGURE OF A KNIGHT, ONE OF THE THREE ‘NAWORTH’ FIGURES,

CIRCA 1450 (A11-2001)
Â€¨HOLDING A PARADE SHIELD MEANT FOR DISPLAY AT TOURNAMENTS AT HIS FEET THIS OAK FIGURE MAY HAVE ONCE

HELD A FLAG WHICH DISPLAYED A HERALDIC DEVICE. IT HAS BEEN SUGGESTED BY THE VICTORIA AND ALBERT MUSEUM
THAT THESE FIGURES WERE ONCE PART OF THE LARGE SCREEN FOUND IN MEDIEVAL GREAT HALLS. VIEWED FROM
BELOW THEY WOULD HAVE DISPLAYED THE FAMILY’S HERALDRY, ANCESTRY AND IMPORTANCE. MEDIEVAL ARMS AND
ARMOUR WERE EXPENSIVE AND THEIR USE IN FIGURATIVE CARVING SUCH AS THIS DENOTED CHIVALROUS RANK AND
STATUS. IN THE 15TH CENTURY THE ENTITLEMENT TO KNIGHTHOOD WAS BY WEALTH AND AN INCOME OF £40 WOULD

ENTITLE A MAN TO BECOME A KNIGHT.

 


