
PACIFIC MARQUESAS ISLANDS CARVED IRONWOOD FAN HANDLE ‘KE’E’
A PACIFIC MARQUESAS ISLANDS CARVED IRONWOOD FAN HANDLE ‘KE’E’ DECORATED WITH TWO REGISTERS OF PAIRS

OF ADDORSED STANDING TIKI FIGURES PIERCED AT THE NECK AND LEGS
OLD DRY SMOOTH UNTOUCHED PATINA
OLD LOSSES TO THE FEET OF TWO TIKI

19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 16CM LONG - 6¼ INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

CAPTAIN COOK WAS THE FIRST EXPLORER TO DESCRIBE MARQUESAS FANS IN 1774, COLLECTING FOUR ON THE ISLAND
OF TAHUTA WHERE REPUTEDLY THE FINEST FANS WERE MADE. ORNAMENTAL FANS WERE CEREMONIAL ACCESSORIES

CARRIED AS INSIGNIA OF RANK BY BOTH MEN AND WOMEN. THEY WOULD BE PROUDLY DISPLAYED ON IMPORTANT
OCCASIONS, ESPECIALLY AT FEASTS WHERE THEIR VISUAL IMPACT WOULD BE ENHANCED BY THE ELEGANT MANNER

WITH WHICH THEY WERE HELD, PARTICULARLY BY WOMEN.

 


