Finch & C°

PAIR OF FRENCH ORMOLU BRONZE AND WHITE MARBLE PERFUMIERS ‘CASSOLETTES BRi»LE-PARFUMS’

AFINE PAIR OF FRENCH ORMOLU BRONZE AND WHITE MARBLE PERFUMERS ‘CASSOLETTES BRIi»LE-PARFUMS THE
TRIPOD SUPPORTS FINELY CHASED WITH SATYR'S CLOVEN HOOVES AND GARLANDED WITH FLORAL SWAGS THE
PIERCED LIDDED DISH SURMOUNTED WITH AFLAVE FINIAL
ATTRIBUTED TO PIERRE PHILIPPE THOMRE
LATE 18TH — EARLY 19TH CENTURY
A€ SIZE: 29 5CMHIGH - 1172 INS HIGH

LITERATURE

BRIi»LE-PARFUMS WERE VERY POPULAR AND FASHIONABLE OBJECTS DURING THE LATER YEARS OF THE REIGN OF
LOUIS XM. THEY WERE ALSO USED TO HOLD POT-POURRIWHICH MARIE ANTOINETTE ADORED AND WOULD HAVE IN
EVERY ROOM
PIERRE PHILIPPE THOMRE (1751-1843) WAS ONE OF THE MOST PROMINENT BRONZE CASTERS OF THE LATE 18TH AND
EARLY 19TH CENTURY. HE WAS ASSISTANT ‘BRONZIER’ TO JEAN-CLAUDE-THOMAS DUPLESSIS WHO BESIDES GILT
BRONZE OBJECTS MADE AND DESIGNED THE MOUNTS FOR THE SEVRES PORCELAIN MANUFACTURY. WHEN DUPLESSIS
DIED IN 1783 THOMRE TOOK OVER HIS ROLE, AND THE BUSINESS OF SUPPLYING SEVRES WITH GILT BRONZE MOUNTS
KEPT HIMSOLVENT THROUGHOUT THE REVOLUTION WHEN MANY OTHER PRODUCERS WENT BANKRUPT. IN 1804
THOMRE BOUGHT THE BUSINESS OF A‘'MARCHARD MERCIER’ ALLOWING HIMTO SELL FURNITURE, SEVRES PORCELAN
AND DECORATIVE OBJECTS WHICH HE PRODUCED IN HIS OVWWN WORKSHOPS. IN 1809 NAPOLEON MADE HIM‘ENGRAVER
TO THE EMPEROR’, AND AS HE SUPPLIED ALARGE NUMBER OF PIECES TO THE PALACES, IN 1811 HE BECAVE
‘FURNITURE SUPPLIERS TO THE MAJESTIES’. HE SURMVIVED EVEN AFTER NAPOLEON'S DOVWNFALL WINNING NUMEROUS
MEDALS AT VARIOUS EXHIBITIONS. AT THE HEIGHT OF HIS BUSINESS CAREER THOMRE EMPLOYED SIXOR SEVEN
HUNDRED WORKERS. HE FINALLY RETIRED AT THE AGE OF 72, BUT STILL CONTINUED TO WORK AS ASCULPTOR
EXHIBITING AT THE SALON UNTIL HE WAS IN HIS EIGHTIES.






