
ANCIENT GREEK APULIAN RED FIGURE PELIKE PAINTED WITH MYTHOLOGICAL SCENES
AN ANCIENT GREEK APULIAN RED FIGURE PELIKE PAINTED WITH MYTHOLOGICAL SCENES

A YOUNG WOMAN HER HAIR TIED BACK DRESSED IN A CHITON WITH A CLOAK OVER HER ARM AND HOLDING A MIRROR A
SEATED NUDE YOUTH OPPOSITE HER HOLDING OUT AN OFFERING DISH

TO THE REVERSE TWO MEN WEARING HIMATIONS ONE WITH A STAFF A TRAIL OF VINE LEAVES AND FLOWERS TO THE RIM
LARGE PALMETTES UNDER THE HANDLES THE BASE PAINTED WITH STOP MAEANDERS AND CROSS SQUARES

TRACES OF WHITE OVERLAY AND INCRUSTATION
A CRACK TO THE UNDERSIDE OF THE HANDLE AT THE NECK AND A SMALL CHIP TO THE UNDERSIDE OF THE RIM

4TH CENTURY BC
Â€¨SIZE: 34.5CM HIGH, 18CM DIA. - 13½ INS HIGH, 7 INS DIA.

 
LITERATURE

IT IS THOUGHT THAT THE EARLIEST RED FIGURE WORKSHOPS WERE SET UP IN ITALY BY ATTIC VASE PAINTERS WHO
MOVED WEST FOLLOWING THE PELOPONNESIAN WAR (431-404BC). ALTHOUGH THEY WORKED WHOLLY IN THE GREEK

TRADITION AS REGARDS SHAPE, SUBJECT MATTER AND TECHNIQUES OF MANUFACTURE THE APULIAN POTTERS
ADJUSTED THEIR DESIGNS WITH AN EYE TO THEIR ITALIAN MARKET. OVER TIME PAINTED SOUTH ITALIAN VASES, OF

WHICH THE MOST NUMEROUS ARE APULIAN, BECAME DISTINGUISHABLE FROM THEIR ATTIC COUNTERPARTS NOT ONLY
BY DIFFERENCES IN SHAPE, WHICH CAN BE SUBTLE OR QUITE OBVIOUS, BUT ALSO BY STYLE. ATTIC AND APULIAN VASES

WERE THE PRODUCTS OF DIFFERENT WORLDS, ONE IONIAN GREEK WITH A LONG TRADITION OF PAINTED CERAMICS,
THE OTHER COLONIAL, MOSTLY DORIAN GREEK, WITH A STRONG NATIVE ELEMENT AND WITH A HISTORY OF IMPORTING

ATTIC POTTERY AND DRAWING INSPIRATION FROM IT FOR LOCAL ITALIAN MANUFACTURES.
THE PROLIFIC APULIAN WORKSHOPS PRODUCED MANY VASES DECORATED WITH MYTHOLOGICAL SUBJECTS FOR USE

AS GRAVE GOODS AND IT WAS IN THIS CONTEXT THAT MANY WERE FOUND IN THE 19TH CENTURY.

 


