Finch & C°

BERING STRAIT ESKIMO INUIT CARVED MARINE IVORY SINKER

ABERING STRAIT ESKIMO INUIT CARVED MARINE IVORY SINKER IN THE FORMOF ABOWHEAD WHALE
EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 3.5CMHIGH, 5CMWIDE, 15.5CMLONG — 1%4INS HIGH, 2 INS WIDE, 674 INS LONG
SEE: FINCH AND CO CATALOGUE NO. 16, ITEMNO. 29, FOR ADRAG HANDLE IN THE FORM OF ABOWHEAD WHALE AND
CATALOGUE NO. 13, ITEMNO. 3, FOR TWO INUPIAK BOWHEAD WHALE SINKERS

LITERATURE

THE BOWHEAD WHALE WAS THE MOST IMPORTANT ANIMAL TO THE INUIT, IT WAS THEIR MAJOR SOURCE OF MEAT, OIL AND
BALEEN. THEY TOOK GREAT CARE IN HOW THEY DECORATED AND TREATED THEIR HUNTING MATERIALS THROUGHOUT
THE WHALING SEASON SO AS NOT TO OFFEND THE SPIRITS OF THE WHALES AND IN ORDER TO INSURE THE SUCCESS

OF THE HUNT.

WHALE SHAPED SINKERS SUCH AS THIS WERE ATTACHED TO THE FIRST LINES DRAVWN AROUND THE CAPTURED WHALE

MAKING IT FAST TO THE BOAT ‘UMAK’ AND MAGICALLY INSURING THE PROPITIATION OF THE WHALE'S SPIRIT. TO THE INUIT

HUNTING RITUALS INSURE THAT THE SEASONS WHALING WILL BE PRODUCTIVE AND THAT THE ANIMALS WILL RETURN IN

FUTURE YEARS.



