
NEOLITHIC EARLY BRONZE AGE NORTHERN BRITISH CEREMONIAL STONE MACE HEAD
A RARE NEOLITHIC EARLY BRONZE AGE NORTHERN BRITISH CEREMONIAL STONE MACE HEAD

CIRCA 3500 – 2500BC
SIZE: 19.5CM DIA., 12.5CM DEEP – 7¾ INS DIA., 5 INS DEEP 

28CM HIGH – 11 INS HIGH (INCLUDING STAND)

 
LITERATURE

IN THE BRITISH ISLES AROUND 3500 TO 2500 BC LARGER AND MORE STABLE DOMESTIC SETTLEMENTS WERE FORMED
AND EXPANDED ALONG THE GRAVEL COVERED TERRACES OF THE MAJOR RIVERS SUCH AS THE THAMES. HERE, AND IN

PARTS OF EASTERN BRITAIN AND YORKSHIRE NEW TYPES OF INDIVIDUAL BURIALS MADE THEIR APPEARANCE WITH
DISTINCTIVE ARTEFACTS SUCH AS THESE MACE HEADS APPEARING TOGETHER WITH FLINT AXES, KNIVES AND

ADORNMENTS SUCH AS BONE PINS OR JET BELT FITTINGS. 
THESE PEOPLE HAD THE PLOUGH AND WERE THE FIRST TRUE NORTHERN FARMERS WITH CALENDRIC RITUALS WHO
ALIGNED STONE CIRCLES ON THE SUMMER SOLSTICE AND THEIR ANCESTOR’S TOMBS ON THE WINTER SOLSTICE. AS
PROFESSOR BARRY CUNLIFFE IN HIS OXFORD PREHISTORY OF EUROPE STATES: ‘NORTHERN BRITAIN IN THIS PERIOD

SEEMS TO HAVE HAD A PARTICULARLY FLOURISHING CULTURE DRAWING ON AN INDIGENOUS BACKGROUND NOT
PRESENT FURTHER SOUTH.’

EARLY STONE ARTEFACTS SUCH AS THIS, KNOWN BY SOME AS ‘ROCK ART’ TURN UP IN SPOIL HEAPS, FIELD
CLEARANCES, GARDEN ROCKERIES AND BUILT INTO LATER STRUCTURES SUCH AS THE FOUNDATIONS OF BRIDGES,
CASTLES, CHURCHES AND WALLS. SOME OF THEM WERE PLACED, PROBABLY DELIBERATELY, IN LATER PREHISTORIC

STRUCTURES WHERE THEIR RITUAL SIGNIFICANCE LINGERED ON.
WE ARE AROUND 150 GENERATIONS AWAY FROM THE PEOPLE WHO MADE THIS STARTLINGLY ‘MODERN’ SCULPTURE.
REMINISCENT OF THE WORK OF HENRY MOORE AND BARBARA HEPWORTH IT HAS SURVIVED UPWARDS OF SOME 3000

YEARS OF TURBULENT HUMAN HISTORY.



 


