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ANTIQUE NATURAL SPECIMEN OF A BRANCH OF CORAL
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LITERATURE

CORAL IS AHARD CALCAREQOUS SUBSTANCE SECRETED BY MANY MARINE POLYPS AS AN EXTERNAL SKELETON FOR
SUPPORT AND HABITATION, WHICH OCCURS IN BOTH SINGLE SPECIMENS AND EXTENSIVE ACCUMULATIONS.
HISTORICALLY, CORAL, AND ESPECIALLY RED CORAL, HAS ALWAYS BEEN REGARDED AS EXOTIC AND MYSTICAL.
NUMEROUS APOTROPAIC AND THERAPEUTIC PROPERTIES ARE IMPUTED TO CORAL. WORN AS AN AMULET IN THE MIDDLE
AGES, IT WAS BELIEVED TO INDICATE TOXCITY, AND THUS ONE COULD AVOID THE POSSIBILITY OF BEING POISONED, TO
WARD OFF EML AND TO CURE DISEASE.

CORAL REEFS ARE THE LIMNG ‘RAINFORESTS OF THE SEA, THEY ARE HOME TO AGREAT DIVERSITY OF FAUNAAND MANY
SPECIES OF SHELLS. THERE ARE 109 COUNTRIES IN THE WORLD WITH CORAL REEFS AND AT LEAST 90 OF THEMARE
SIGNIFICANTLY THREATENED BY AN INCREASE IN WATER TEMPERATURE AS ARESULT OF CLIMATE CHANGE.



