Finch & C°

BRITISH PAGAN CELTIC CARVED LIMESTONE VOTIVE HEAD OF A MAN

ARARE AND IMPRESSIVE BRITISH PAGAN CELTIC CARVED LIMESTONE VOTIVE HEAD OF AMAN
1ST CENTURY BC - 1ST CENTURY ADAE"
SIZE: 23CMHIGH, 22.5CMWIDE, 19CMDEEP — 9 INS HIGH, 8% INS WIDE, 72 INS DEEP
31CMHIGH —12%4INS HIGH (INCLUDING STAND)

LITERATURE

CELTIC HEADS ARE USUALLY ASSOCIATED WITH ASHRINE NEAR ASPRING OR SACRED GROVE. FOUND IN BRITAN,
IRELAND AND WESTERN EUROPE THEY HAVE STYLISTIC SIMLARITIES THAT CAN BE TRACED FROMOBSCURE ORIGINS IN
CENTRAL EUROPE IN THE LATE BRONZE AGE AROUND 1200BC DOWN TO ITS FINAL DEMISE IN THE WESTERN ISLES IN
THE 6TH CENTURY AD. THE IMPORTANCE OF THE HEAD IN CELTIC ICONOGRAPHY IS DEMONSTRATED BY ITS FREQUENCY
OF OCCURRENCE, ALTHOUGH ALWAYS DISPLAYING ASUBTLETY OF DESIGN, THEY SHOW TENSION AND APOWERFUL
ENERGY. THE HUMAN HEAD WAS ASACRED SYMBOL. IT WAS REGARDED AS THE ESSENCE OF APERSON OR DEITY,
WHICH HELD ATALISMANIC FUNCTION AND GAVE PROTECTION. INFUSED WITH THE SUPERNATURAL AND EVOCATIONS
OF THE OTHER WORLD THE CELTIC HEAD DELIGHTS IN PARADOXAND AVBIGUITY.

THE CELTS WERE THE DIRECT INHERITORS OF BRONZE AGE EUROPE WITH ITS PALAEOLITHIC BACKGROUND, BUT THEIR
ART WAS NOT PRIMTIVE, ONLY DIFFERENT AND ENIGMATIC. THE CELTS HAD ASPECIAL, ESSENTIALLY ABSTRACT
APPROACH TO THEIR ART, WHICH WAS VERY DIFFERENT TO THAT OF GREECE AND ROME WHO REGARDED THEMAS
BARBARIANS. ALTHOUGH THEY ARE NOW REGARDED AS THE MOST IMPORTANT CULTURAL GROUP IN WESTERN AND
CENTRAL EURORPE, LESS THAN 50 YEARS AGO EARLY CELTIC ART WAS DESCRIBED AS ‘DARK AND UNCANNY — FAR FROM
THE LOVABLE HUMANITY AND TRANSPARENCY OF GREEK ART (PAUL JACOBSTHAL; EARLY CELTIC ART LONDON 1970).



