Finch & C°

MEDIEVAL GOTHIC NETHERLANDISH CARVED SANDSTONE GROTESQUE

AMEDIEVAL GOTHIC NETHERLANDISH CARVED SANDSTONE GROTESQUE IN THE FORMOF ADEML FROM ST MARTINS
CATHEDRAL UTRECHT
14TH CENTURY
SIZE: 30.5CMHIGH, 20CMWIDE, 16CMDEEP — 12 INS HIGH, 8 INS WIDE, 6% INS DEEP
47 5CMHIGH — 18%INS HIGH (WITH STAND)

LITERATURE

STMARTINS IN UTRECHT WAS ONCE THE NETHERLANDS LARGEST CHURCH AND ITS DOM TOWER WAS THE BIGGEST TO
BE CONSTRUCTED IN EUROPE DURING THE 14TH CENTURY. ALL THAT REMAINS TODAY OF THE ORIGINAL 13TH AND 14TH
CENTURY BUILDING IS THE CHOIR, THE TRANSEPT AND THE DOM TOWER. THE SYMBOL OF UTRECHT, THE GOTHIC DOM
TOWER WAS BUILT TO ADESIGN BY JOHN OF HAINAULT BETWEEN 1321 AND 1382. WHEN THE UNFINISHED NAVE
COLLAPSED IN 1674 THE TOWER BECAVE AFREESTANDING STRUCTURE.

WITH HIS LARGE GOAT LIKE EARS, SHORT HORNS, OPEN MOUTH AND BULGING EYES, THE FIERCE EXPRESSION OF THIS
GROTESQUE DEVIL IS STARTLING, BUT IT WAS PROBABLY INTENDED AS ADEFENCE AGAINST THE FORCES OF EVIL, AS
WELL AS AREMINDER OF THE HELL THAT AWAITS THE SINNER.



