Finch & C°

ANCIENT ROMANO-EGYPTIAN LARGE ALABASTER BOWL

AN ANCIENT ROMANO-EGYPTIAN LARGE ALABASTER BOWL THE FOOTED WIDE FLATTENED BODY WITH AHEAVY NECK RIM
MADE WITH THE USE OF ALATHE, POLISHED WITH ABRASIVES AND WATER
SUPERB CREAMY IVORY COLOUR AND PATINA
OLD CRACKS TO THE RIMAND FOOT
LATE ANTIQUE EGYPT 1ST - 3RD CENTURY AD
SIZE: 37.5CMDIA, 18CMHIGH — 14%INS DIA,, 7 INS HIGH

LITERATURE

AFTER OCTAVIAN'S DEFEAT OF ANTONY AND CLEOPATRAAT THE NAVAL BATTLE OF ACTIUMIN 31BC THE HELLENISTIC
KINGDOMOF THE PTOLEMES IN EGYPT BECAVE THE PRIVATE POSSESSION OF THE ROMAN EMPEROR. EGYPT BECAVE
THE CHIEF SUPPLIER OF GRAIN FOR THE GIGANTIC POPULATION OF ROME AND ALSO SUPPLIED MARBLES, STONES AND
OTHER MATERIALS FROMITS QUARRIES IN THE EASTERN DESERT. BOTH PORPHYRY AND ALABASTER WERE QUARRIED
AND EXPLOITED BY THE ROMANS BETWEEN THE 1ST AND 5TH CENTURIES AD. FINE STONEWORK BOWLS AND PLATTERS
MADE OF ALABASTER WERE USED BY WEALTHY ROMANS TO SERVE THEIR QUESTS. VALUED AND APPRECIATED
THROUGHOUT THE CENTURIES THEY WERE OFTEN LATER REUSED IN THE CHRISTIAN CHURCHES AS BAPTISMAL AND
HOLY WATER FONTS.



