Finch & C°

RARE ANGLO-SAXON/ CELTIC EARLY CHRISTIAN CROSS MARKED STONE SLAB

ARARE ANGLO-SAXON / CELTIC EARLY CHRISTIAN CROSS MARKED STONE SLAB
INCISED WITH AN EQUAL ARMED CROSS SUPERIMPOSED ON ABROAD RING
THE RECESS AT THE CENTRE PROBABLY CONTAINED GLASS OR CRYSTAL FRAGVENTS
7TH—-8TH CENTURY AD
SIZE: 81CMHIGH, 32CMWIDE, 14CMDEEP — 32 INS HIGH, 12%2INS WIDE, 5%2INS DEEP

LITERATURE

THE SIMPLEST FORM OF EARLY ANGLO-SAXON, CELTIC AND PICTISH CHRISTIAN MONUMENT IS THE CROSS MARKED
STONE AND IT IS SAID TO HAVE ORIGINATED IN BRITISH AND IRISH MISSIONARY WORK AMONGST THE NORTHERN BRITISH
IN THE 6TH AND 7TH CENTURIES. IN THE ‘LIFE OF ST COLUMBA BY ADOMNAN THERE IS ASTORY OF HOW ONE OF THE
EARLIEST OF THESE CROSSES WAS MADE BY THE SAINT HIMSELF WHEN HE MARKED THE GATES OF THE HILLTOP
FORTRESS NEAR LOCH NESS, THE NORTHERN BASE OF THE POWERFUL PAGAN PICTISH KING BRIDEI WITH “THE SIGN OF
THE LORD’S CROSS’ IN ORDER TO GAIN ENTRY AND SECURE HIS CO-OPERATION IN ALLOWING ASTART TO BE MADE IN
THE CONVERSION OF HIS PEOPLE.

SOMETIMES REFERRED TO AS APRAYER-CROSS THESE SYMBOL INCISED STONE SLABS WERE ABASIC AD FOR
INSTRUCTION AND DEVOTION. THEY COULD ALSO AFFORD PROTECTION AT THE ENTRANCE OF ABUILDING AND WHEN
STOOD ERECT THE STONE SLAB MARKED THE GROUND UPON WHICH IT STOOD AS SACRED, WHETHER ON AGRAVE OR
COMMUNAL FUNERARY GROUND OR IN AN ENCLOSED DEVOTIONAL SPACE. THE ART OF THE CROSS MARKED STONE
SLAB IN BRITAIN IS PART OF ACOMMON CULTURAL PACKAGE BROUGHT BY CHRISTIANITY TO THESE SHORES AND THE
DISPLAYING OF THESE EARLY SYMBOLIC STONES WAS ATOKEN OF THE ACCEPTANCE BY THE ANGLO-SAXONS, CELTS
AND PICTS OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH.



