Finch & C°

NEW ZEALAND MAORI CARVED WOOD PINNACLE AGURE ‘TEKOTEKO’ FROM A ‘PATAKA’ OR CHIEFS STOREHOUSE

ANEW ZEALAND MAORI CARVED WOOD PINNACLE FIGURE ‘TEKOTEKO FROMA ‘PATAKA' OR CHIEF'S STOREHOUSE THE
TIKI FIGURE WITH ASPIRAL ‘MOKO' TATTOO TO THE TOP OF HIS ARMHIS THREE FINGERED HANDS OF SIMPLE
SCULPTURAL STYLE
AN OLD INK INSCRIPTION TO THE SIDE OF THE HEAD ‘OTAHEITENC’

PROBABLY FROM THE WAIKATO AREA ON WEST COAST OF THE NORTH ISLAND
OLD DRY PATINACOVERED WITH DARK RED PIGMENT
THE LEFT SIDE OF THE HEAD AND THE LEGS MSSING, THE CURVING BUTTOCKS WITH ANCIENT PITCH REPAIR
18TH CENTURY
SIZE: 22 5CMHIGH, 4CMWIDE, 6CM DEEP — 8% INS HIGH, 1%2INS WIDE, 2% INS DEEP
33CMHIGH — 13 INS HIGH (INCLUDING BASE)

CF: W.O.OLDMAN COLLECTION DOMINION MUSEUM, WELLINGTON, NEW ZEALAND HAS AVERY SIMLAR FIGURE BUT WITH
ORNANVENTATION. “THE NEW ZEALANDERS ILLUSTRATED’ LONDON, 1846, BY G.F.ANGAS SHOWS APATAKAON THE
SHORES OF LAKE TAUPO WITH ASIMLAR PINNACLE FIGURE

LITERATURE

‘PATAKA WERE PRIMARILY USED AS FOOD STORES, BUT WERE ALSO USED TO SAFEGUARD THE RARE AND VALUED
POSSESSIONS OF THE CHIEF. DIFFERING REGIONALLY IN SIZE AND TYPE, THEY RANKED WITH SUPERIOR CARVED
HOUSES AS THE MOST IMPORTANT STRUCTURES IN AMAORIMLLAGE. THE FOOD WOULD BE KEPT INSIDE FROMTHE
RAVAGES OF VERMN AND FROMPOLLUTION BY UNAUTHORISED HANDS. TABOOS RELATING TO THE POSSESSIONS AND
THE FOOD OF MEN OF HIGH RANK WERE SCRUPULOUSLY MAINTAINED WITH THE HELP OF THE ‘PATAKA BY THE WHOLE
COMMUNITY. THE 19TH CENTURY ARTIST GEORGE FRENCH ANGAS PAINTED A ‘PATAKA' AT TE RAPAON THE SHORES OF
LAKE TAUPO DISPLAYING ASMALL PINNACLE FIGURE ON THE CENTRAL GABLE OF THE SMALL RAISED STRUCTURE VERY
SIMLAR TO THIS EXAVPLE. HE STATED THAT THE MAIN USE OF THE STOREHOUSE WAS TO GIVE PROTECTION TO THE



FOOD ESPECIALLY PUT ASIDE FOR CHIEFS AND ‘APART FROM THAT EATEN BY SLAVES AND WOMEN'.

THESE PINNACLE TIKI OR GABLE PEAK FIGURES ARE BEST VIEWED FROMBELOW AT AN ANGLE OF AROUND 45 DEGREES.
THE MAORI CRAFTSMEN WERE WELL AWARE OF THIS SUBTLE PERSPECTIVE AND CLEVERLY WORKED WITH THE OPTICAL
REQUIREMENTS OF ARCHITECTURAL SPACE AND FORM TRADITIONALLY SAID TO REPRESENT PRIMAL CANOCE
ANCESTORS, THE COMPARATIVE SHALLOW SURFACE DECORATION OF THIS PARTICULAR EXAVPLE SUGGESTS IT WAS
PRODUCED WITH ASTONE ADZE.



