Finch & C°

ENGLISH INCISED MEMORIAL BRASS EFFAGY

AN ENGLISH INCISED MEMORIAL BRASS EFFIGY DEPICTING AGENTLEMAN IN EARLY 17TH CENTURY CIML COSTUME HIS
HANDS CLASPED IN PRAYER
EARLY 17TH CENTURY
SIZE: 15CMHIGH, 7.5CMWIDE — 6 INS HIGH, 3 INS WIDE

LITERATURE

MONUMENTAL CHURCH BRASSES PROVIDE AN INTERESTING AND ACCURATE PICTORIAL HISTORY OF THE ARMOUR,
COSTUMES AND VESTMENTS WORN BY THE ARISTOCRACY, ECCLESIASTICS, MERCHANTS, TRADESMEN, YEOMEN,
MAYORS AND ALDERMEN, AND SERVANTS OF THE DAY OVER APERIOD OF 400 YEARS. IT IS STATED BY EXPERTS THAT AT
ONE TIME SOME 150,000 ENGRAVED BRASSES WERE IN EXISTENCE, BUT MANY OF THESE HAVE DISAPPEARED DUE TO
THE DISSOLUTION OF THE MONASTERIES AND THE VAGARIES OF WAR AND NEGLECT. FROM 1536 TO 1539 THE
DISSOLUTION OF THE MONASTERIES CAUSED ALMOST ALL MONASTIC BUILDINGS WITH AN INCOME OF LESS THAN £200
PER ANNUMTO BE CLOSED. VALUABLE POSSESSIONS WHICH HAD ADORNED THE BUILDINGS PASSED DIRECTLY OR
INDIRECTLY TOHENRY MII. SHRINES WERE DESTROYED AND THE BRASSES TAKEN UP. MANY OF THE BUILDINGS FELL
INTO DISUSE. THE DISSOLUTION WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE RUIN OF AGREATER NUMBER OF MONUNMENTAL BRASSES
THAN OLIVER CROMWELL'S ICONOCLASM SOMVE 120 YEARS LATER.

IN ST ALBANS ABBEY OVER 270 EMPTY CASEMENTS REMAIN TODAY. ONLY ADOZEN ARE COMPLETE WITH THEIR ORIGINAL
BRASSES.



