Finch & C°

NEW ZEALAND MAORI ‘POUNAMU GREENSTONE HE-TIKI

ALARGE NEW ZEALAND MAORI ‘POUNAMU GREENSTONE HEI-TIKI OF SYMVETRICAL FORMCARVED FROMAN ANCIENT
CEREMONIAL ADZE BLADE THE STONE DRILLED BICONICAL HOLE FOR THE PENDANT CORD PIERCED THROUGH THE
ADZE HEAD
18TH — EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 12.5CMHIGH, 6.5CMWIDE - 5 INS HIGH, 22 INS WIDE

LITERATURE

‘POUNAW’ IS THE NAVE GIVEN BY THE MAORI TO THE HARD TRANSLUCENT DARK GREEN NEPHRITE, AFORM OF JADE,
THAT THEY REGARD AS ASUPERNATURAL SUBSTANCE. IT WAS OFTEN FOUND AS BOULDERS IN THE RIVER BEDS OF THE
WEST COAST OF THE SOUTH ISLAND. THE MAORI CRAFTSMEN FAVOURED THIS MATERIAL FOR CARVING INTO PENDANTS,

SHORT HAND CLUBS AND CEREMONIAL ADZE BLADES. ONE OF THE MOST FAMOUS MANUFACTURING ILLAGES WAS AT

‘MURDERING BEACH' NEAR THE ENTRANCE TO OTAGO HARBOUR. HERE ON THE SITE OF AVILLAGE DESTROYED BY
EUROPEAN SEALERS IN 1817, LARGE NUMBERS OF FINE AND VARIED JADE ORNAVENTS, ESPECIALLY HEI-TIKI HAVE BEEN
FOUND. IN THE PERIOD JUST BEFORE AND AFTER 1800AD THIS VILLAGE BECAVE ACENTRE FOR ASPECIALISED JADE
INDUSTRY PRODUCING THE OBJECTS THAT COULD BE READILY TRADED IN ANSWER TO A GROWING EUROPEAN
INTEREST IN JADE ARTEFACTS.

SACRED ADZE WERE SYMBOLS OF MAORI CHIEFTAINSHIP AND THEREFORE COULD NOT BE GIVEN AWAY EVEN WHEN THE

BLADE HAD BECOME OBSOLETE OR DAMAGED AND DISUSED. HOWEVER, THEIR POWER AND ‘MANA COULD BE SHARED

BY PLACING APART OF THE GREENSTONE IN THE CARE OF ANOTHER, BUT IN ADIFFERENT FORMSUCH AS AHEI-TIKI.



