Finch & C°

EASTER ISLAND RAPA NUI ‘MOAI KAVA KAVA'

AN EASTER ISLAND RAPANUI ‘MOAl KAVAKAVA A CADAVEROUS SMALL MALE FIGURE THE EARS FORMED AS ELONGATED
PHALLIC APPENDAGES THE NAPE OF THE NECK CARVED WITH ASUSPENSION LUG THE EYES COMPOSED OF BONE
RINGS PROBABLY OF FISH AND INSET WITH OBSIDIAN DISCS
OLD DAMAGE TO LEFT SIDE SHOWMING AFISH BONE REPAIR TO THE ARM, THE LEG AND ARMMOSTLY MISSING OBSIDIAN
INLAY MISSING FROMTHE LEFT EYE
OLD SILKY SMOOTH RICH BROWN PATINA
EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 25.5CMHIGH, 6.5CMWDE, 4CMDEEP — 10 INS HIGH, 2’2 INS WIDE, 12 INS DEEP

LITERATURE

EASTER ISLAND IS THE MOST GEOGRAPHICALLY REMOTE OF ALL POLYNESIAAND WAS FIRST SETTLED AROUND 700-
900AD BY VOYAGERS FROMCENTRAL POLYNESIA OR THE MARQUESAS. THOR HEYERDAHL FAMOUSLY PROPOSED AN
AVERICAN ORIGIN FOR THE EASTER ISLANDERS AND THEIR CULTURE, BUT HE FAILED TO CONVINCE MOST OF THE
ETHNOLOGISTS OF THE 1950’S OF THE PLAUSIBILITY OF HIS CLAIMS.

THE FIRST EUROPEAN TOMSIT THE ISLAND WAS THE DUTCHMAN JACOB ROGGEVEEN WHO LANDED ON EASTER DAY IN
1722 THEREBY GIVING THE ISLAND ITS NAVE. KNOWN LOCALLY AS RAPANUI THE ISLAND’S PEOPLE BECAVE
CELEBRATED FOR THEIR CARVING IN ASPECIES OF MMOSA ‘TOROMRO" WOOD. FIGURES AND DANCE PADDLES FIRST
COLLECTED BY CAPTAIN COOK ON HIS SECOND VOYAGE IN 1774 DEVELOPED STYLISTICALLY DURING THE FOLLOWING
DECADES WHEN METAL TOOLS ALLOWED MORE REFINED AND PRECISE WORK. IT IS THOUGHT THAT THE FIGURES WERE
WORN AS PENDANTS AROUND THE NECK AND DANCED WITH AT CEREMONIAL AND RITUAL FEASTS. THEY THEN WOULD
BE HUNG FROM THE HOUSE RAFTERS WHEN NOT IN USE. THE FIGURES MAY PORTRAY THE CADAVERS OF DECEASED
IMPORTANT ANCESTORS RATHER THAN THE BODIES OF STARVED AND EMACIATED MEN.
WILLIAMHODGES (1744-1797) IN HIS DRAWING OF A‘MAN OF EASTER ISLAND’ CAPTURED THE UNUSUAL AND



ARTIFICIALLY ELONGATED EARLOBES OF THE ISLANDER THAT ARE OF ASIMLAR SHAPE AND LENGTH TO THOSE OF THIS
FIGURE. IN 1888 THE ISLAND WAS ANNEXED BY CHILE, AND BY THE END OF THE 19TH CENTURY LARGE AND CLUMSILY
CARVED FIGURES WERE BEING MADE FOR SALE TO TOURISTS.



