Finch & C°

AJIAN ‘BULI BULF WAR CLUB THE EXPANDING SPHERICAL HEAD

ARARE FIJIAN ‘BULI BULI' WAR CLUB THE EXPANDING SPHERICAL HEAD CAREFULLY CARVED FROMABALL OF ROOTLETS
FORMING REGULARLY SPACED RAISED STUDS
ASERIES OF DOTS DOWN THE SHAFT PROBABLY INDICATING SUCCESSFUL COMBAT STRIKES
FINE SMOOTH SILKY PATINA
LATE 18TH — EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: B0CMLONG - 31"2INS LONG
SEE: FINCH & CO CATALOGUE NO. 12, ITEMNO. 96, FOR ANOTHER EXAMPLE

LITERATURE

COMPARABLE TO AEUROPEAN MACE, CLUBS SUCH AS THIS WERE DESIGNED TO INFLICT ALETHAL CRUSHING BLOW TO
THE HEAD. TO SLAY AN ENEMY WITH ACLUB AT CLOSE QUARTERS BROUGHT MORE PRESTIGE THAN ANY OTHER FORM
OF COVBAT AND EARNED THE WARRIOR THE COVETED STATUS OF ‘KOROI' OR KILLER. LIKE THE SWORDS OF MEDIEVAL
EUROPE AND JAPAN, FIJIAN CLUBS WERE OFTEN GIVEN INDIVIDUAL NAVES REFERRING TO THEIR DESTRUCTIVE
POWERS. IN 1858 THE MSSIONARY THOMAS WILLIAMS WROTE ‘A€ THOSE CLUBS WHICH BELONG TO DISTINGUISHED
WARRIORS HAVE EMPHATIC NAVESAE! KADIGA NI DAMUNI, DAMAGING BEYOND HOPEAE! NATAGI KAKERE BOLE, THE
WEEPING (FOR THE DEAD | SLEW).



