
ENGLISH BRONZE PORTRAIT BUST OF PRINCE RUPERT
AN ENGLISH BRONZE PORTRAIT BUST OF PRINCE RUPERT, NEPHEW OF CHARLES I 

EARLY 18TH CENTURY
SIZE: 19CM HIGH – 7½ INS HIGH 

PRINCE RUPERT (1691 – 1682) WAS THE GRANDSON OF KING JAMES I OF ENGLAND AND VI OF SCOTLAND. HE SPENT HIS
EARLY LIFE IN HOLLAND WHERE HE HAD AN OUTSTANDING CAREER AS A SOLDIER. DURING THE ENGLISH CIVIL WAR HE

FOUGHT FOR THE ROYALISTS IN MOST OF THE MAJOR BATTLES AND WAS PROMOTED TO GENERAL. AFTER THE
RESTORATION OF CHARLES II TO THE THRONE IN 1660 HE DISTINGUISHED HIMSELF IN A NAVAL CAREER, BECOMING

FIRST LORD OF THE ADMIRALTY IN 1673. PRINCE RUPERT WAS ALSO AN INVENTOR OF SEVERAL METAL WORKING
PROCESSES INCLUDING MEZZOTINT ENGRAVING. HE IS BURIED IN THE CRYPT OF WESTMINSTER ABBEY.

 
LITERATURE

RUPERT WAS BORN ON 17 DECEMBER 1619 IN PRAGUE. HIS FULL TITLE WAS COUNT PALATINE OF THE RHINE, DUKE OF
BAVARIA BUT HE WAS KNOWN AS PRINCE RUPERT OF THE RHINE. HIS FATHER, THE ELECTOR PALATINE, WAS BRIEFLY

RULER OF BOHEMIA, BUT IN 1620 WAS FORCED TO FLEE TO THE NETHERLANDS, WHERE RUPERT SPENT HIS
CHILDHOOD. HIS MOTHER WAS CHARLES I'S SISTER ELIZABETH. RUPERT BECAME A SOLDIER AND FOUGHT IN THE

THIRTY YEARS WAR (1618 - 1648). THIS GAVE HIM USEFUL MILITARY EXPERIENCE WHEN, IN 1642, HE JOINED CHARLES I'S
ARMY IN THE ENGLISH CIVIL WAR. 

HE WAS SOON APPOINTED TO LEAD THE ROYALIST CAVALRY AND FOUGHT IN THE FIRST MAJOR BATTLE OF THE WAR AT
EDGEHILL IN OCTOBER 1642. HIS CAVALRY CHARGE COMPLETELY ROUTED THE PARLIAMENTARIANS BUT HE GOT

CARRIED AWAY AND PURSUED THEM TOO FAR FROM THE BATTLEFIELD, LOSING THE CHANCE TO INFLICT A DECISIVE
DEFEAT. OTHER MILITARY SUCCESSES GAVE HIM A FORMIDABLE REPUTATION ALTHOUGH HIS RELATIONSHIPS WITH

OTHER ROYALISTS COMMANDERS WERE POOR. THEY THOUGHT HIM ARROGANT AND HE WAS IMPATIENT WITH WHAT HE
SAW AS THEIR LACK OF PROFESSIONALISM.



IN 1644, RUPERT LED THE SPECTACULAR RELIEF OF THE SIEGE OF YORK BUT THEN IN JULY, HE WAS DEFEATED BY A
PARLIAMENTARY ARMY AT MARSTON MOOR, LOSING YORK AND THE NORTH OF ENGLAND FOR THE ROYALISTS. IN JUNE
1645, HE TOOK PART IN THE BATTLE OF NASEBY AT WHICH THE ROYALISTS WERE DEFEATED. RUPERT NOW ADVISED

CHARLES TO SEEK A TREATY WITH PARLIAMENT, BUT THE KING BELIEVED HE COULD STILL WIN. IN SEPTEMBER, RUPERT
SURRENDERED BRISTOL TO PARLIAMENT. IN RESPONSE THE KING ABRUPTLY WITHDREW HIS COMMISSION. RUPERT

LEFT FOR EXILE IN HOLLAND.
IN 1648, PART OF THE ENGLISH NAVY MUTINIED AND SAILED FOR HOLLAND WHERE, IN JANUARY 1649, THE PRINCE OF
WALES GAVE RUPERT COMMAND. THE NAVAL CAMPAIGN TOOK RUPERT'S SHIPS TO KINSALE, THEN TO LISBON AND IN
NOVEMBER 1650 TO DEFEAT BY COMMONWEALTH ADMIRAL ROBERT BLAKE OFF CARTHAGENA IN SOUTH EAST SPAIN.

RUPERT ESCAPED AND SPENT THE NEXT DECADE IN THE WEST INDIES AND THEN IN GERMANY. 
AFTER THE RESTORATION OF THE MONARCHY IN 1660, RUPERT HELD A SERIES OF BRITISH NAVAL COMMANDS, FIGHTING

IN THE SECOND AND THIRD ANGLO-DUTCH WARS. HE DIED ON 19 NOVEMBER 1682.

 


