Finch & C°

FANE JAPANESE CARVED BOXWOOD NETSUKE DEPICTING A HUMAN SKELETON

AFINE JAPANESE CARVED BOXWOOD NETSUKE DEPICTING AHUMAN SKELETON ATTACKING AWOLF THE FUR WELL
RENDERED THE IVORY EYES INLAID WITH HORN
SIGNED SHOKO, HIDASCHOOL
MD 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 4 5CMHIGH, 5.5CMLONG, 2 CMWIDE — 134 INS HIGH, 2”4 INS LONG, % WIDE
CF: RAYMOND BUSHELL: NETSUKE HANBOOK, NO. 199, FOR AVERY SIMLAR NETSUKE BY SHOKO, AND NEIL DAVEY:
NETSUKE, NO. 741, FOR ANOTHER NETSUKE BY SHOKO OF ASKELETON MXING MSO, EXMRS ISOBEL SHARPE
COLLECTION

LITERATURE

THIS IS AFINE NETSUKE BY THE NATURALISTIC CRAFTSMEN SHOKO OF THE HIDASCHOOL WHO SPECIALISED IN CARVING
WOOD NETSUKE OF ANIMALS AND FIGURES. HE WAS PARTICULARLY FOND OF SHOWING HIS SKILL AT CARVING
SKELETONS, WHICH WERE PERFECTLY ANATOMCALLY CORRECT.

THE SUBJECT MATTER IS PROBABLY AN ALLUSION TO THE LEGEND OF KOMACHI AND FUKAKASA SHOSHO. FUKAKASAWAS
ATEMPESTUOUS GENERAL WHO LOST HIS LIFE IN AVAIN EFFORT TO PROVE HIS LOVE FOR KOMACHI, WHILE SHE
SURVIVED INTO ALOVELESS OLD AGE. TO THE JAPANESE THE TEMPESTUOUSNESS OF FUKAKASA SYMBOLISED BY THE
WOLF, AND THE PRIDE OF KOMACHI SYMBOLISED BY THE SKELETON, ALLEGORISE THE VANITY OF LIFE.



