Finch & C°

PAIR OF NEPALESE CAST BRONZE FANTASTICAL LION DOGS
AMAGNIFICENT LARGE AND RARE PAIR OF NEPALESE CAST BRONZE FANTASTICAL LION DOGS THE MALE AND FEMALE
WITH TAILS HELD HIGH RICHLY SCROLLED MANES AND WINGS STANDING ON CLAWED PAW FEET SNARLING WITH LONG
PROTRUDING TONGUES
PUNCHED GEOMETRIC DESIGN AND ENGRAVED FLORAL PATTERNS ON FACE AND CHEST
TRACES OF GILT, RED AND BLUE PIGMENT, BLACK LACQUER
THE UNDERSIDE FITTED WITH ARECEPTACLE FOR RELICS
18TH CENTURY
SIZE: 27CMHIGH, 34CMLONG, 15CMWIDE — 1072 HIGH, 13%2INS LONG, 6 INS WIDE

LITERATURE

AN ANIMAL REPRESENTING NATURAL AND SUPERNATURAL FORCES, AND SUGGESTING POWER AND MIRILITY, THE LION IS
ASYNVBOL OF THE BUDDHAAND HISTORICALLY OF THE AUTHORITY OF TIBETAN SOVEREIGNS AND THE DALAI LAVA HIGH-
RANKING TIBETAN DIVINITIES AND SAINTS WERE PORTRAYED SEATED ON MANED LIONS OR THE SKINS OF TIGERS.
FANTASTICAL HYBRID ANIMALS WERE CREATED BY THE ARTISTS WORKING FOR THE MONASTERIES AND TEMPLES THAT
WERE PART WINGED LION, PART TIBETAN MASTIFF THAT APPEAR TO BE VARIATIONS ON THE CREATURES FOUND IN THE
CHINESE REPERTOIRE.
THE TIBETAN MASTIFF IS AN ANCIENT BREED OF DOG BRED TO RESEVBLE THE HIMALAYAN SNOW LION REGARDED AS A
POWERFUL AND ALMOST MYTHICAL BEING. THE MASTIFF STILL EXISTS IN TIBET AND IS USED AS AGUARDIAN OF FLOCKS,
MONASTERIES AND TEMPLES. INTELLIGENT AND AS TENACIOUS AS IT IS FEROCIOUS IT CAN CONFRONT PREDATORS THE
SIZE OF WOLVES AND LEOPARDS, OFTEN SLEEPING DURING THE DAY IN ORDER TO BE MORE ACTIVE, ALERT AND AWARE
AT NIGHT. MARCO POLO IS SAID TO HAVE ENCOUNTERED LARGE TIBETAN DOGS IN HIS TRAVELS AND DESCRIBED THEM
AS ‘TALL AS ADONKEY WITH AVOICE AS POWERFUL AS THAT OF ALION'.
THE BREED IS NOW SO POPULAR IN CHINATHAT IN MARCH 2011 ARED TIBETAN MASTIFF WAS SOLD TO ACOAL BARON IN
NORTHERN CHINAFOR 10 MLLION YUAN.



