
ENGLISH REGENCY ‘AFTER THE ANTIQUE’ GLASS MOSAIC OF ‘WINTER’
AN INTERESTING ENGLISH REGENCY ‘AFTER THE ANTIQUE’ GLASS MOSAIC OF ‘WINTER’ FROM THE ANCIENT ROMANO

BRITISH VILLA OF BIGNOR SUSSEX DISCOVERED IN JULY 1811
AN OLD INK INSCRIPTION TO THE REVERSE READING ‘WINTER FROM THE MOSAIC PAVEMENT AT THE ROMAN VILLA AT

BIGNOR SUSSEX PRESENTED TO WILLIAM DAVEY DAWES BY W.FIGG’
CIRCA 1811 – 1820

SIZE: 50CM HIGH, 39CM WIDE – 19¾ INS HIGH, 15¼ INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

NEARBY TO BOTH ARUNDEL AND PETWORTH THE 1ST - 2ND CENTURY AD ROMANO-BRITISH VILLA AT BIGNOR WAS A
MAJOR ARCHAEOLOGICAL FIND ON ENGLISH SOIL. THE ‘GANYMEDE’ MOSAIC PAVEMENT WAS DISCOVERED ON JULY 18TH,

1811 WHEN THE BURY FIELD WAS BEING PLOUGHED. MR JOHN HAWKINS OF BIGNOR PARK TOOK THE EXCAVATION IN
HAND AND PLACED IT UNDER THE SUPERVISION OF SAMUEL LYSONS, THE LEADING ANTIQUARY OF THE DAY. HAWKINS
ASSISTED BY A FARMER, MR TUPPER, THE OWNER OF THE FIELD, DID NEARLY ALL THE DIGGING WHICH LASTED FOR
EIGHT YEARS. THE SIZE AND EXTENT OF THE VILLA TOGETHER WITH THE QUALITY OF THE MOSAIC PAVEMENTS MUST

HAVE BEEN ASTONISHING. THE SEVEN FINE MOSAIC PAVEMENTS FOUND AT BIGNOR PARK RANK IN DESIGN AND
EXECUTION WITH THE BEST FOUND ELSEWHERE IN BRITAIN, I.E. LONDON, SILCHESTER, WOODCHESTER AND

CIRENCESTER.
IT IS CLEAR THAT IN THE MIDDLE OF THE 4TH CENTURY AD THE VILLA WAS THE HOME OF A VERY PROSPEROUS

MERCHANT OR DIGNITARY WHO WAS ABLE TO PROVIDE HIMSELF WITH ONE OF THE LARGEST COUNTRY HOUSES IN
ROMAN BRITAIN AND TO DECORATE IT WITH SOME OF THE COSTLIEST AND FINEST MOSAICS IN THE PROVINCE. IN A ROOM

OVER 40 FEET LONG WAS DISCOVERED A LARGE MOSAIC PAVEMENT DEPICTING THE FOUR SEASONS MOST OF WHICH
HAD BEEN DESTROYED BY ASH TREES GROWING OVER IT IN THE 18TH CENTURY. THE CHIEF REMAINING OBJECT OF

INTEREST WAS THE HEAD OF ‘WINTER’, IN THE APPROPRIATE NORTH EAST CORNER, IN AN OCTAGON OF INTERSECTING
SQUARES. THE FOUR SEASONS WAS A POPULAR SUBJECT WITH THE ROMAN DESIGNERS AND IN THE CONSERVATORI

MUSEUM IN ROME THERE IS ANOTHER LARGE ANCIENT PAVEMENT WITH A FIGURE OF ‘WINTER’ THAT CLOSELY
RESEMBLES THE ONE AT BIGNOR.



THE POWERFULLY DRAWN HEAD AND SHOULDERS OF THE BIGNOR FIGURE ARE COVERED WITH A BRITISH CELTIC
HOODED CLOAK WELL KNOWN IN THE 3RD CENTURY AD THROUGHOUT THE ROMAN EMPIRE FOR ITS THICKNESS AND
WARMTH. MENTIONED IN DIOCLETIAN’S EDICT OF PRICES (AD301) IT COMMANDED A HIGHER PRICE THAN ANY OTHER
SIMILAR GARMENT. THE FIGURE HOLDS A BARE BOUGH OVER HIS LEFT SHOULDER AND THE COLD EFFECT HAS BEEN
SKILFULLY OBTAINED BY THE USE OF THE BLACK, BROWN AND BLUE GREY TESSERAE OF THE FIGURE ON THE WHITE

BACKGROUND. THE DECORATIVE EFFECT OF THIS CAREFULLY CONSTRUCTED REGENCY GLASS REPLICA IS AS STRIKING
AND GREAT AS THAT OF THE ORIGINAL ANCIENT MOSAIC.

 


