
ITALIAN ‘AFTER THE ANTIQUE’ BRONZE OF THE BELVEDERE ANTINOUS
AN ITALIAN ‘AFTER THE ANTIQUE’ BRONZE OF THE BELVEDERE ANTINOUS ON FITTED WOOD BASE

18TH CENTURY
SIZE: 21CM HIGH, 8¼ INS HIGH / 24CM HIGH – 9½ INS HIGH (WITH BASE)

 
LITERATURE

THE PARIS MUSÉE CENTRAL DES ARTS IN 1800 DESCRIBED THE ANTIQUE MARBLE KNOWN AS THE BELVEDERE
ANTINOUS AS ‘ONE OF THE MOST PERFECT STATUES THAT HAS COME DOWN TO US FROM ANTIQUITY’. THE STATUE HAD
BEEN CEDED BY TREATY TO THE FRENCH IN 1797 AND ARRIVED IN PARIS IN 1798 IN A TRIUMPHAL PROCESSION. AT THE

END OF THE NAPOLEONIC WARS IT WAS REMOVED AND ARRIVED BACK IN ROME IN JANUARY 1816.
ANTINOUS WAS A NAME GIVEN TO FIGURES OF MALE YOUTHS AND AS EARLY AS 1545 THE STATUE WAS KNOWN BY THIS

TITLE. IT BECAME ONE OF THE MOST FAMOUS SIGHTS TO BE SEEN IN ROME AND WAS OFTEN DRAWN BY VISITING ARTISTS.
IT WAS POPULAR WITH BOTH COLLECTORS AND CONNOISSEURS AS WELL AS WITH SCULPTORS. BERNINI, DUGUESNOY
AND POUSSIN ALL STUDIED IT, AS DID HOGARTH LATER IN THE 18TH CENTURY WHO CLAIMED THAT IN REGARD TO THE
UTMOST ‘BEAUTY OF PROPORTION’ IT ‘IS ALLOWED TO BE THE MOST PERFECT..... OF ANY OF THE ANTIQUE STATUES’.

DURING THE 18TH CENTURY THE ANTINOUS WAS REPRODUCED FROM THE ORIGINAL IN A VARIETY OF DIFFERENT SIZES
AND MATERIALS WITH BOTH ARMS COMPLETE.

 


