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FLEMISH CARVED IVORY AGURE OF CHRIST CRUCIAED ‘CHRISTO VIVO’

AFINE FLEMSH CARVED IVORY FIGURE OF CHRIST CRUCIFIED ‘CHRISTO VO
SECOND HALF 17TH CENTURY
SIZE: 39CMLONG, 19CMWIDE — 157 INS LONG, 772 INS WIDE
SEE: FINCH & CO CATALOGUE NO. 17, ITEMNO. 152, FOR AN INDO-PORTUGUESE IVORY OF CHRIST ON THE CROSS

LITERATURE

THROUGH CARMINGS SUCH AS THIS IT WAS THE INTENTION OF THE CHURCH TO HARNESS THE NATURAL SENSE OF
SYMPATHY AND PITY FOR THE SUFFERING OF OTHERS IN ORDER TO INSPIRE AND DEEPEN FAITH IN CHRIST AND TO
STRENGTHEN DEVOTION TO HIM THE IMAGE OF CHRIST ON THE CROSS BECAVE BOTH THE SIGN OF GOD’S LOVE AND
HIS SACRIFICE FOR HUMANITY, AS WELL AS THE FOCUS FOR HUMANITY'S OVWN COMPASSION FOR THE SUFFERING
SAVIOUR.

THE CARVING OF HIS MUSCULAR BODY SUPPORTING AN UPLIFTED HEAD WITH EYES WIDE OPEN CONVEYS TO THE
FATHFUL HIS PHYSICAL STRENGTH AND PURPOSEFUL ENDURANCE, WHILST THE WHITENESS OF THE IVORY
SYMBOLISES HIS PURITY AND DIMNITY. IN THE THROES OF AGONY, BUT STILL ALIVE, HE PRAYS TO GOD ‘FATHER FORGIVE
THEM, FOR THEY KNOWNOT WHAT THEY DO’ (LUKE 23:34) CHRIST IS PRAYING FOR HUMANITY. ALTHOUGH DYING A
BRUTAL DEATH, HE INTERCEDES FOR THE SALVATION OF OTHERS AND ACHIEVES THE DIVINE.



