Finch & C°

EROTIC CHINESE EXPORT REVERSE PAINTING ON GLASS

ARARE EROTIC CHINESE EXPORT REVERSE PAINTING ON GLASS
LATE 18TH CENTURY (IN EARLY 19TH CENTURY ROSEWOOD ENGLISH FRAME)
SIZE: 13CMHIGH, 10CMWIDE — 20CMHIGH, 17.5CMWIDE (FRAVED)
5 INS HIGH, 4 INS WIDE — 8 INS HIGH, 7 INS WIDE (FRAVED)

LITERATURE

THE CHINESE CREATED EROTIC PAINTINGS ON GLASS BOTH FOR THEMSELVES AND FOR THE EXPORT TRADE TO
EUROPE. SMALL PANELS ON GLASS SUCH AS THIS EXAMPLE WERE OFTEN INSERTED INTO THE BACKS OF ASHIPS
CAPTAINS SHAVING MRROR.

THE SKILL REQUIRED TO EXECUTE REVERSE GLASS PAINTINGS IS GREATER THAN THAT NEEDED TO DECORATE FINE
PORCELAIN, AND SUBJECT MATTER RANGED FROM THE MYTHOLOGICAL, TO RELIGIOUS, LITERARY, POLITICAL AND
HISTORICAL DEPICTIONS MOSTLY COPIED BY THE CHINESE ARTISTS FROMEUROPEAN PRINTS. HOWEVER, THIS RARE
EROTIC GLASS PAINTING WAS TAKEN FROMAN EARLIER CHINESE ORIGINAL ON SILK OR PAPER.



