Finch & C°

RARE ENGLISH GOLD AND TORTOISESHELL SNUFF BOX DEPICTING NELSON'S HISTORIC BATTLE FORMATION

ARARE ENGLISH GOLD AND TORTOISESHELL SNUFF BOXMOUNTED WITH AFINE CARVED IVORY MCRO MINIATURE
DEPICTING NELSON'S HISTORIC BATTLE FORMATION OF ADOUBLE LINE OF FRIGATES UPON ABLUE STAINED IVORY SEA
AT TRAFALGAR
BY G STEPHANY AND J DRESCH
WITH CHESTER HALLMARK
CONTAINED IN CONTEMPORARY GILT TOOLED RED MOROCCO BOX
CIRCA1805-10
SIZE: BOX 2.5CMHIGH, 8.5CMWIDE, 4CMDEEP — 1 INS HIGH, 3'2 INS WIDE, 1%2INS DEEP
CASE: 3CMHIGH, 9.5CMWIDE, 5CMDEEP — 174 INS HIGH, 3% INS WIDE, 2 INS DEEP

LITERATURE

NELSON'S HIGHLY ORIGINAL TACTICAL DECISION AT TRAFALGAR TO NOT FORM THE SINGLE LINE AHEAD FOR BATTLE,
WHICH HAD HITHERTO BEEN SACROSANCT AND STRICTLY ENJOINED BY NAVAL FIGHTING INSTRUCTIONS, BUT TO
ATTACK IN THE ORDER OF SAILING IN TWO COLUMNS IN ORDER TO OVERWHELMTHE REAR HALF OF THE ENEMY'S LINE
WAS TO CHANGE THE COURSE OF NAVAL WARFARE. HIS DECISION TO DELEGATE THE DIRECTION OF ONE LINE TO THE
SECOND IN COMMAND WAS ALSO NOVEL, AS WAS HIS RELEASING OF HIS CAPTAINS FROM TOO RIGID ACONFORMTY WITH
THE STANDING INSTRUCTIONS: ‘NO CAPTAIN CAN DO VERY WRONG IF HE PLACES HIS SHIP ALONGSIDE THAT OF AN
ENEMY .

NELSON WAS DEFYING CONVENTIONAL NAVAL WARFARE BY ORDERING HIS CAPTAINS TO SPLIT THE BRITISH FLEET AND
SPEAR THE ENEMY'S LINE TO CREATE A‘PELL MELL BATTLE'. PRIOR TO NELSON'S INITIATIVE WHICH WAS FOREVER
AFTER KNOWN AS “THE NELSON TOUCH’, TWO OPPOSING FLEETS WOULD MEET AND FIGHT IN AFORMAL LINE OF BATTLE
WHICH RARELY ACHIEVED ADECISIVE RESULT. USING INNOVATIVE DIRECT TACTICS NELSON AIVED TO CAUSE AMPLEE
IN WHICH THE SUPERIOR EXPERIENCE OF THE BRITISH SALORS WHO SPENT ALL THEIR TIME AT SEA WOULD BE
CONCLUSIVE.

STEPHANY & DRESCH WORKED IN LONDON AND BATH IN THE LATE 18TH AND EARLY 19TH CENTURY. THEIR WORK
BECAVME SO POPULAR AMONGST FASHIONABLE SOCIETY THAT THEY WERE GRANTED THE TITLE OF ‘SCULPTORS IN
MNIATURE ON IVORY TO THEIR MAJESTIES’ BY GEORGE IlIl. THEIR CARVED IVORY SCENES WERE REGARDED AS
‘MARVELS' OF MCRO-TECHNIQUE, AND THE TINY, BUT ACCURATE NATURALISTIC CONSTRUCTION MADE THEIR
MINIATURES UNABLE TO EVER BE REPLICATED.



