Finch & C°

SET OF SOUTH GERMAN PRESENTATION CUTLERY

ARARE AND SUPERB SET OF SOUTH GERMAN PRESENTATION CUTLERY COMPRISING SIXPARS OF CARVED BOXWOOD
EATING KNIVES AND FORKS VARIOUSLY DEPICTING ADAMAND EVE FA'TH AND HOPE BOUND SLAVES EMBLEMATIC OF ASIA
AND AFRICAALL STANDING BENEATH LEAFY FRONDS
THE KNIVES WITH IRON SCIMITAR BLADES ABOVE SILVER FERRULES THE FORKS WITH TWO IRON PRONGS AND SILVER
FERRULES
MD 17TH CENTURY
SIZE: APPROX 25CMLONG — 9% INS LONG (KNIVES) 21.5CMLONG — 872 INS LONG (FORKS)

LITERATURE

THE EXCEPTIONAL QUALITY, NATURALISMAND ACCURACY OF THESE CARVED BOXWOOD FIGURES SUGGEST THAT THE
ARTIST WAS WORKING FROM CONTEMPORARY ENGRAVINGS. CAREFULLY CARVED IN THE ROUND AND RICH IN DETAL
THE SET WAS MOST PROBABLY MADE AS APRESTIGIOUS WEDDING PRESENT. FROMTHE 16 TH CENTURY ONWARDS
HUSBANDS OFTEN MADE GIFTS OF CUTLERY TO THEIR NEWLY WED BRIDES. HOWEVER DURING THE 16TH CENTURY THE
GIFT WOULD HAVE CONSISTED SOLELY OF KNIVES AS THE FORK ONLY CAVE INTO COMMON USE DURING THE COURSE
OF THE 17TH CENTURY. IT TOOK TIME TO GAIN ACCEPTANCE AS THE FORK HAD ONCE BEEN THOUGHT OF AS AN
ATTRIBUTE OF THE DEVIL, AND IN THE MIDDLE AGES HELD TO BE ASYVBOL OF VANITY. THE KNIFE HOWEVER WAS
INDISPENSABLE AT TABLE WITH EACH HOUSEHOLD POSSESSING AT LEAST ONE, WHICH WAS OFTEN USED BY SEVERAL
PEOPLE DURING THE COURSE OF AMEAL.



