Finch & C°

RARE EARLY ISLAMIC SPANISH CHESS PIECE

ARARE EARLY ISLAMIC SPANISH CHESS PIECE OF ABSTRACT FORMCARVED OF JET
PROBABLY REPRESENTING ABISHOP
12TH - 13TH CENTURY
SIZE: 5.5CMHIGH, 4.5CMDIA —2%4INS HIGH, 1% INS DIA

LITERATURE

KING ALFONSO X OF CASTILE AND LEON IS BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN BORN IN 1221 IN TOLEDQO, THE SON OF KING
FERDINAND Il OF CASTILE AND HIS QUEEN BEATRIX OF SWABIA DURING THE 58 YEARS OF HIS REIGN BEFORE HIS DEATH
IN 1284 SPAIN ENJOYED ARICH CROSS-CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT WITH INFLUENCE FROM CHRISTIAN, MUSLIMAND
JEWISH SOURCES. ARAB CULTURE PASSED THROUGH AGOLDEN AGE ENCOURAGED BY INTELLECTUALS AND ARTISTS
AT THE COURTS OF TOLEDO, SEMILLE AND VALENCIA CHESS OCCUPIED AN HONOURED POSITION AT THESE COURTS
AND WAS CONSIDERED AWORTHY PASTIME OF KING AND COURTIERS WHILE DICE WERE LEFT TO SOLDIERS, MUSICIANS
AND SERVANTS.

KING ALFONSO XWROTE THE ‘SPANISH CHESS BOOK OF KING ALFONSO THE WISE' IN 1283 AND THIS TREATISE IS
ESPECIALLY IMPORTANT AS ALINK BETWEEN CONTEMPORARY ARABIC AND EUROPEAN CHESS LITERATURE. SPAIN
BECAVME THE CENTRE FOR THE TRANSMISSION OF CHESS AS AGAVE INTO THE REST OF WESTERN EUROPE. THE
CHESSMEN WERE OF ABSTRACT ISLAMC SHAPE AND THOSE MADE FOR AN ELITE MARKET WERE OFTEN CARVED NOT
JUST FROMIVORY AND BONE, BUT ALSO FROMROCK CRYSTAL AND JET AS IN THIS EXAVPLE.



