
WEST AFRICAN ASANTE MINIATURE REPRESENTATION OF THE KINGS ‘GOLDEN STOOL’
A WEST AFRICAN ASANTE MINIATURE REPRESENTATION OF THE KINGS ‘GOLDEN STOOL’ CAST OF GOLD BY THE LOST

WAX TECHNIQUE
TOGETHER WITH A MODEL OF A GILDED BRONZE ‘X’ SHAPED ASANTE CHAIR ‘ASIPEM’ BASED ON A 16TH CENTURY

PORTUGUESE PROTOTYPE AND MADE ONLY FOR KINGS 
CIRCA 1900 – 20’S 

STOOL: 23.6 GRAMS IN WEIGHT
SIZE: 3CM HIGH, 5CM WIDE, 2.5CM DEEP – 1¼ INS HIGH, 2 INS WIDE, 1 INS DEEP (STOOL) 10CM HIGH, 6.5CM WIDE, 6.5CM

DEEP – 4 INS HIGH, 2½ INS WIDE, 2½ INS DEEP (CHAIR)

 
LITERATURE

GOLD IS OF GREAT CULTURAL IMPORTANCE TO THE ASANTE OF GHANA BOTH TO THEIR ART AND TO THEIR BELIEFS. THE
GOLD WAS PANNED AND MINED LOCALLY AND THE COURT CLOSELY CONTROLLED ITS USE. AMONGST THE ASANTE,

CEREMONIAL STOOLS INDICATE POWER, STATUS AND THE SUCCESSION OF CHIEFS AND KINGS, AND LEGEND TELLS US
OF A STOOL OF SHINING GOLD. THEY BELIEVED THAT THEIR LIFE FORCE, HEALTH AND WEALTH WAS EMBODIED IN THE
‘GOLDEN STOOL’ AND THAT SHOULD THIS EVER BE DESTROYED OR CAPTURED THE ASANTE NATION WOULD SICKEN
AND DIE. ONCE A YEAR THE STOOL WAS BORNE TO BANTAMA IN GREAT STATE UNDER ITS OWN GOLDEN UMBRELLA,

CRADLED IN ITS OWN CHAIR, AND SLAVES AND PRISONERS WERE SACRIFICED BEFORE IT AND THEIR BLOOD POURED
OVER IT RECONSECRATING IT AS THE ANCESTRAL SOUL OF THE PEOPLE. TODAY IT IS STILL TREASURED IN THE STOOL

HOUSE OF THE ASANTEHENE AND WHEN NOT IN USE SITS ON ITS SIDE IN AN ‘ASIPEM’ CHAIR. 
IN WEST AFRICAN KINGDOMS THE TECHNIQUE OF LOST WAX CASTING WAS ADOPTED TO PRODUCE ORNAMENTS OF

GREAT SOPHISTICATION AND INTRICACY. WHILST BENIN BECAME A CENTRE OF BRASS CASTING USING THIS METHOD, IT
WAS THE ASANTE OF GHANA WHO PRODUCED THE MOST SPECTACULAR JEWELLERY AND OBJECTS MADE IN ALL OF

BLACK AFRICA. THE MAGNIFICENCE OF THE ASANTE COURT AND THE AMOUNT OF GOLD WITH WHICH THE KINGS AND HIS
OFFICIALS ADORNED THEMSELVES DAZZLED AND OVERWHELMED VISITORS WHO RECORDED BREATHLESS

DESCRIPTIONS OF WHAT THEY HAD SEEN. IN PUBLIC APPEARANCES THE WEIGHT OF GOLD THAT THE KING WORE ON HIS
ARMS, WRISTS AND FINGERS WAS SO GREAT THAT HE WAS OBLIGED TO REST HIS HANDS ON THE HEADS OF SMALL BOYS

WHO STOOD BEFORE HIM.

 


