
ENGLISH NEO CLASSICAL TWO COLOUR AGATE CAMEO
A FINE ENGLISH NEO CLASSICAL TWO COLOUR AGATE CAMEO IN A GOLD PENDANT MOUNT OF KING GEORGE III AS A

ROMAN EMPEROR IN ORIGINAL LEATHER AND VELVET LINED CASE 
A LABEL TO THE REVERSE INSCRIBED ‘NUREMBERG 1863 (IN O.S.T’S HAND)’

EARLY 19TH CENTURY 
SIZE: 6CM HIGH, 4.5CM WIDE, 1CM DEEP – 2¼ INS HIGH, 1¾ INS WIDE, ¼ INS DEEP

7CM X 5.5CM – 2¾ INS X 2¼ INS (CASE)

 
LITERATURE

THE ART OF CAMEO CUTTING CAN BE TRACED TO THE ANCIENT EGYPTIAN CARVING OF THE SACRED SCARAB BEETLE.
HARD-STONES WERE CUT AND ENGRAVED INTO THE SHAPE OF A SCARAB AND USED AS AMULETS. DURING THE

RENAISSANCE THERE WAS A GREAT RENEWAL OF INTEREST IN CLASSICAL LEARNING AND THE ART WAS REVIVED, ONLY
FOR IT TO FADE AND GO OUT OF FASHION DURING THE 17TH AND EARLY 18TH CENTURIES. HOWEVER, WITH THE WAVE
OF NEO-CLASSICISM IN ART AND ARCHITECTURE THAT LASTED ROUGHLY FROM ABOUT 1760 TO 1820 CAMEO CARVING
BECAME A PERFECT EXPRESSION OF ITS SPIRIT AND WAS ESTEEMED IN THE SAME WAY AS PAINTING AND SCULPTURE.

THE GREAT ARCHAEOLOGICAL DISCOVERIES OF THE TIME LED TO A NEW INTEREST IN ANCIENT CULTURE AND THE
CLASSICAL STYLE OF THESE ‘AFTER THE ANTIQUE’ CAMEOS SATISFIED THE ANTIQUARIAN TASTES OF THE TIME AS WELL

AS ALLUDING TO A RICH GENEALOGICAL HERITAGE.

 


